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Nurses worked 50 consecutive days
KEVIN ROLLASON

TWO nurses at a northern Manitoba personal care home had to work 12-hour shifts for 50 days in a
row.

Two of the five nursing positions at the 24bed home were vacant, the CEO gave on-call nursing
support when no nurse was on duty and a licensed practical nurse was being trained on the job.

The situation was documented in a standards report taken on Oct. 8 at the Nisichawayasihk Personal
Care Home in Nelson House, 80 kilometres west of Thompson.

To make matters worse, because there had been no maintenance worker there since July, nurses had
to change light bulbs, check the sump pump, conduct fire drills, and try to fix any equipment that
broke.

Incredibly, it got worse. After the review, the province learned the CEO had quit and one of the
remaining three nurses had been fired.

A spokeswoman for the Northern Health region said Friday the situation has improved at the First
Nations-owned and operated facility since the report was written.

“The Northern Health region has worked with the personal care home officials to support the hiring of
additional nursing professionals, maintenance workers, and have received confirmation of successful
recruitment into those positions,” the spokeswoman said.

“In addition, the (home) has secured itinerant nursing resources through their partnerships with
(First Nations and Inuit Health Branch) and their local health authority. While the results of the
standards reviews indicated issues, the Northern Health Region is confident that necessary changes
were made immediately and that the (home) is operating and providing appropriate care.

“Continued standards reviews will occur to ensure the safety and well-being of the elders in the
facility.”

Grand Chief Garrison Settee, of Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, said the situation at the home
happened during “unprecedented times.”
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