process “to ensure a commitment
to the principles and values of the
party,” the Progressive ConservaWinnipeg
- 17/09/2021
tive party
said Thursday.

● PREMIER, CONTINUED ON A2

COVID-19 — even though it poses real
dangers and there is no evidence it is
effective against the novel coronavirus.
“It certainly raises concerns, because the medication is not intended

ent from the doses given to livestock
— and vets don’t stock them.
Bell said other clinic staff encountered the man, who seemed to expect
to purchase ivermectin pills, and
asked him to leave the property. They

do not give human health advice to
the public and instead refer members
of the public to their human health
practitioners.”
“It’s quite frankly surprising that
vets are being involved in this,” as-

tight-knit customer base, staff have a
pretty good idea when people are trying to buy it for something other than
approved use. Page : A003

● HORSE, CONTINUED ON A2

Public health order with mandatory vaccination rules remains unsigned
KEVIN ROLLASON
MORE than three weeks after Manitoba announced it would require all
provincial employees who work with
vulnerable populations to either be
fully immunized by Oct. 31 or face
regular testing, the public health order making it mandatory has not been
ﬁnalized.
On Aug. 24, then-premier Brian
Pallister, Health Minister Audrey
Gordon and chief provincial public

health officer Dr. Brent Roussin all
said mandatory vaccinations — including doctors and nurses, teachers
and school support staff, child care
workers and people working at group
homes or other congregate residential
settings — were necessary to combat
the fourth wave of COVID-19.
As of Wednesday, nothing had been
signed. The public health order wasn’t
in force.
“These steps are necessary to
protect children in Manitoba, avoid

another lockdown, and keep our
health-care system safe from a
fourth wave of COVID-19 and the
dangerous delta variant,” Pallister
said at the time.
Roussin also encouraged private
businesses and organizations to follow
the province’s lead with mandating
vaccinations.
The proposed order had deadlines,
including: first doses needed to be
taken by Sept. 7 (the first day of
school), with the second to be done by

Oct. 17, so all would be fully vaccinated by Oct. 31.
A provincial government spokeswoman said Wednesday: “Detailed
work is underway on the public health
order for the sectors announced on
August 24 and on the guidance to support it.”
“We’ll be sharing more details when
they are finalized. Our focus is on ensuring that designated workers have
time to be vaccinated and so the priority was to communicate that direction

as soon as possible,” she said.
The spokeswoman did not answer
the question whether the province
would be changing the dates in the
initial announcement. She said if
there are Manitobans who don’t know
if they will be required to undergo
regular testing, they should get the
vaccine now, because anyone with
proof of full immunization won’t need
to be tested.

● HEALTH ORDER, CONTINUED ON A2
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ring feelings of pandemic deja vu.
“We’ve already had the sad example of hydroxyWinnipeg
- 17/09/2021
chloroquine,
which is used
for malaria, which
clearly did not show any positive effects,” said

medicines for several parasitic diseases.
For animals, ivermectin is commonly used as a
dewormer, said Gillian Perkins, associate director
of the Cornell University Hospital for Animals.

“You could take many drugs and push them
to a high enough concentration that you would
see some effect in a laboratory setting against
pathogens,” Parikh said. “When we use them in

immunization is known to be one of the
most powerful tools we have to keep
people safe,” she said.
NDP health critic Uzoma Asagwara flagged the issue after hearing
from people involved in long-term
care.
“The concern was raised that they
have received zero information for how
they are supposed to navigate these
health orders with vaccines and with
testing,” said Asagwara.
“At this point, the fact the (Tory)
government doesn’t have a clear order
signed and disseminated is a reflection of their complete incompetence.
It’s almost as if they have thrown their
hands up in the air and have their
fingers crossed we’ll somehow get
through this.
“It is mind-boggling.”
Manitoba Liberal Leader Dougald
Lamont said the public health order
should have been signed when it was
announced.
“The PCs need to explain exactly
why it wasn’t,” said Lamont. “Public

health has to come before politics,
which it hasn’t for the entire pandemic... Whatever the reason, this is
negligence that is going to lead to more
cases in a health-care system that can’t
handle it.”
Meantime, Jan Legeros, executive
director of the Long Term & Continuing Care Association of Manitoba, said
the organization, “applauds government for their leadership and positive
approach as seen in the new public
health orders, which include mandatory vaccinations.”
“There are a great deal of logistical
challenges being worked out... and a
provincial group is working on this to
get this in place ASAP,” said Legeros.
“I would hope that staff and others are
following the spirit of the order poised
to be signed. I am sure that is being
encouraged.”
However, at least two organizations
representing health-related professionals have adopted a wait-and-see stance.
Rafi Mohammed, chief executive
officer of the Manitoba Dental Associa-

he said, meaning there was no apparent clinical
benefit to taking the medicine.
Page : A004

— Washington Post
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Michelle Gawronsky, president of
Manitoba Government and General
Employees’ Union (which has 32,000
members), said not seeing the public
health act in writing makes it hard for
the union to talk to its members about
what to do.
“Although three weeks have passed
since the province announced its
intention to have an immunization and
testing policy for the civil service, no
written policy has been provided,” said
Gawronsky. “This makes it difficult for
our union to help members navigate
the new policy. It also leaves us unable
to determine if the policy is consistent with the collective agreement and
adequately protects the personal health
information of employees.”
Gawronsky said the union does
support the recommendations of
public health officials on the provincewide immunization campaign and is
continuing to urge its members to be
immunized.
“When combined with appropriate
PPE and workplace safety protocols,

tion, and Cheryl Bayer, registrar of the
Manitoba Association of Optometrists,
said while members continue to follow
public health orders, the organizations
want to see the final version of the
public health order before making any
decisions, including whether to recommend mandatory vaccinations or not.
“Our board is deliberating it during
the next couple of meetings,” said
Mohammed. “We continue to follow the
province’s regulations.”
“We expect to see the public health
order soon,” Bayer said. “We will
review it when we see it.”
The Manitoba Chiropractors Association has already made its decision.
“The vaccine mandate does not apply
to health professionals such as chiropractors who work in private clinics,
provided they do not also work in any
public setting funded by government
(Shared Health, CancerCare Manitoba, regional health authorities),” said
executive director Karen Woloschuk.
kevin.rollason@freepress.mb.ca
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