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hogwatchmanitoba.ca

What’s contributing to the mass 
algae blooms in our lakes?

Why can’t we have humane living 
conditions for all pigs including 
environmentally safe manure 
handling practices?

There are solutions...
YOU CAN HELP
MAKE THE CHANGE!

CONNECT WITH CANADA’S HIGHEST READERSHIP RATE WEATHER:  PARTLY CLOUDY. HIGH 18 — LOW 10
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For horses, not humans
Increase in requests for dewormer drug ivermectin in Manitoba raises concerns

JOHN WOODS / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Glenn Miller, owner of Anola Feed and Farm Supply, displays a pamphlet on how to treat horses with an antiparasitic. He’s been forced to post signs saying ivermectin is for animals only.

S
TRICT warnings not to ingest 
horse dewormer haven’t deterred 
some Manitobans from seeking 

out agricultural doses of the drug.
Last week, a man showed up at a

veterinary centre outside Winnipeg,
intent on buying ivermectin, which, 
through the spread of misinforma-
tion, has been falsely stated to cure
COVID-19. 

Last month, an Anola business began 
putting up cautionary signs to ward 
off frequent customer inquiries; other
feed supply stores have been fielding 
multiple calls.

Manitoba’s poison control centre 
hasn’t flagged an increase in reports
of ivermectin exposure, but health of-
ficials say they know people are taking 
the medication to treat symptoms of 
COVID-19 — even though it poses real 
dangers and there is no evidence it is 
effective against the novel coronavi-
rus.

“It certainly raises concerns, be-
cause the medication is not intended 

for humans in the formulations we 
have,” said Chris Bell, a veterinarian
at Elders Equine, which specializes in 
treatment for horses.

According to Health Canada, vet-
erinary doses of the anti-parasitic can
cause side-effects such as vomiting 
and diarrhea, and more severe reac-
tions including seizures, comas or 
even death.

A man showed up at the Cartier
vet clinic last week asking for iver-
mectin pills, Bell told the Free Press.

“That raises our ears,” he said 
Thursday, because ivermectin is typi-
cally in paste form for horses and is 
sometimes sold as a liquid injection for
cattle.

The medication is typically used to 
treat intestinal worms in animals. It 
can be prescribed in anti-parasitic tab-
lets for humans, but those are differ-
ent from the doses given to livestock
— and vets don’t stock them.

Bell said other clinic staff encoun-
tered the man, who seemed to expect
to purchase ivermectin pills, and
asked him to leave the property. They 

notified local RCMP because the man
was acting strangely, peering in the
building’s windows. The man didn’t 
mention COVID-19, but Bell said it was
likely the reason for the incident.

“The scenario certainly made me 
wonder if that was what was going on.”

Bell also raised concerns about
the effects of ingesting a medication 
meant for large animals. If a horse
overdoses on ivermectin, it can cause
neurological problems.

It’s one of two incidents Manitoba
vets have reported about individuals
seeking to buy ivermectin.

In response, the Manitoba Vet-
erinary Medical Association issued a
statement: “Veterinary professionals
in Manitoba have recently reported 
instances of members of the public 
requesting ivermectin for human use. 
Manitoba veterinary professionals
do not give human health advice to 
the public and instead refer members
of the public to their human health 
practitioners.”

“It’s quite frankly surprising that 
vets are being involved in this,” as-

sociation executive director Corey
Wilson added in an interview.

Glenn Miller first heard the unprov-
en claim the drug developed in the
1970s cures COVID-19 from one of his
U.S. customers last year. The owner of 
Anola Feed and Farm Supply Ltd. said 
the misinformation has indeed made 
its way to Manitoba.

“I’m confused, I really am,” Miller 
said, explaining the anti-parasit-
ic smells bad, and horses don’t like it.
“It just confuses me that people are
looking for agricultural products for
human use.”

Miller has posted warning signs in
his store, after staff started getting
regular phone calls asking about iver-
mectin.

They get two or three inquiries a
week, he said, and because they usu-
ally know the horse owners among the
tight-knit customer base, staff have a
pretty good idea when people are try-
ing to buy it for something other than 
approved use.

MANITOBA’S Progressive
Conservative party has ensured
its next leader — and the next 
premier — will be a woman.

The PC party announced Thurs-
day that former health minister 
and Tuxedo MLA Heather Stefan-
son, and former police officer and
Conservative MP Shelly Glover,
will be the only candidates in its
Oct. 30 leadership race. The pair
have “met all requirements as set
out in the rules established by the 
party’s executive council.”

Ken Lee, the former chief finan-
cial officer of the party and critic
of the PC government’s COVID-19
pandemic restrictions and vaccine
passports, says he doesn’t know 
why he was not approved to run 
for the leadership.

“The PC Party of Manitoba
has sent me an email: ‘Following 
a rigorous application process, I
regret to inform you that you have 
not been approved as a candi-
date,’” Lee said in a Facebook post
Thursday.

“As a Manitoban and a proud
Canadian, this is a very sad day
for freedom and democracy.”

After the leadership race ap-
plication deadline passed Wednes-
day, Lee issued a statement saying 
he’d met all of the requirements:
he’d raised $25,000 in donations, 
sold more than 1,000 member-
ships, got 50 members in good 
standing to sign his nomination 
papers and passed all background 
checks.

“I can honestly say that I do not
know the reason why I have been 
denied a place on the upcoming 
ballot,” Lee said on Facebook,
where he garnered endorsements 
from anti-maskers, anti-vaxxers
and the far-right People’s Party of 
Canada.

He has declined to be inter-
viewed.

To get on the ballot, candidates 
also have to pass an interview
process “to ensure a commitment 
to the principles and values of the
party,” the Progressive Conserva-
tive party said Thursday.

Stefanson 
or Glover 
to be first
female
premier
CAROL SANDERS

Tories refuse to approve 
anti-restriction candidate

MORE than three weeks after Mani-
toba announced it would require all 
provincial employees who work with 
vulnerable populations to either be 
fully immunized by Oct. 31 or face 
regular testing, the public health or-
der making it mandatory has not been 
fi nalized.

On Aug. 24, then-premier Brian
Pallister, Health Minister Audrey 
Gordon and chief provincial public 

health officer Dr. Brent Roussin all 
said mandatory vaccinations — in-
cluding doctors and nurses, teachers
and school support staff, child care 
workers and people working at group
homes or other congregate residential
settings — were necessary to combat 
the fourth wave of COVID-19.

As of Wednesday, nothing had been 
signed. The public health order wasn’t 
in force.

“These steps are necessary to 
protect children in Manitoba, avoid

another lockdown, and keep our
health-care system safe from a
fourth wave of COVID-19 and the
dangerous delta variant,” Pallister
said at the time.

Roussin also encouraged private
businesses and organizations to follow 
the province’s lead with mandating
vaccinations.

The proposed order had deadlines, 
including: first doses needed to be 
taken by Sept. 7 (the first day of 
school), with the second to be done by 

Oct. 17, so all would be fully vaccin-
ated by Oct. 31.

A provincial government spokes-
woman said Wednesday: “Detailed
work is underway on the public health 
order for the sectors announced on 
August 24 and on the guidance to sup-
port it.”

“We’ll be sharing more details when 
they are finalized. Our focus is on en-
suring that designated workers have 
time to be vaccinated and so the prior-
ity was to communicate that direction 

as soon as possible,” she said.
The spokeswoman did not answer 

the question whether the province 
would be changing the dates in the 
initial announcement. She said if 
there are Manitobans who don’t know 
if they will be required to undergo
regular testing, they should get the 
vaccine now, because anyone with 
proof of full immunization won’t need 
to be tested.

Public health order with mandatory vaccination rules remains unsigned
KEVIN ROLLASON

● HEALTH ORDER, CONTINUED ON A2

● PREMIER, CONTINUED ON A2 ● HORSE, CONTINUED ON A2

KATIE MAY

Macabre journey
Artist known for courting wonder and controversy 

makes first foray into animation / D1
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The PC leadership election com-
mittee declined interview requests, 
but spokesman Keith Stewart 
said in an email that “it is not the 
practice of the committee to com-
ment publicly on each applicant or 
specific aspects of the application 
process relating to candidates.”

It’s “rigorous” and “embodies a 
broad range of factors, all of which 
have been carefully considered,” 
committee chairman George 
Orle is quoted as saying in a news 
release. “It’s an exciting time for 
us to engage Manitobans to elect 
the next premier of Manitoba, and 
we look forward to an enthusiastic 
campaign.”

Having a woman at the helm of 
the party could boost its support 
among women which, according to 
a Probe Research poll in June, was 
at 21 per cent provincewide — with 
only 13 per cent of women in Winni-
peg saying they would vote PC. The 
New Democrats had the support of 
55 per cent of women provincewide 
and 64 per cent in Winnipeg.

“The NDP tend to have more of 
an advantage among women voters 
and when they lose elections, it 
tends to be when the (Progressive) 
Conservatives are able to take away 
that advantage for the NDP,” Uni-
versity of Manitoba political studies 
professor Christopher Adams said 
Thursday. 

“Now that we know that there are 
two candidates and they’re both 
women and that we’ll have a woman 
as premier after she’s sworn in by 
the lieutenant-governor after Oct. 
30, that probably will help the Pro-
gressive Conservatives in the next 
election. 

“The party needs to win 
back women voters and one of the 
things that might help will be hav-
ing a woman as party leader.”

The PCs will select a new leader, 
who will be premier-designate, in 
a one-member, one-vote, mail-in 
ballot. The deadline to become a 
member in order to vote is Sept. 30.

Sources told the Free Press Wed-
nesday that Lee had sold more 
memberships than the other leader-
ship candidates. 

“I have conducted myself like 
a true professional and I have no 
skeletons in my closet,” Lee told 
his supporters on Facebook. “My 
biggest disappointment is that I 
will no longer be able to carry your 
voice for freedom and try to make 
changes that would help.”

A supporter of Lee’s who initially 
offered on social media to pay for 
party memberships of those who 
sign up to support Lee told the Free 
Press Wednesday he would provide 
interest-free $20 loans to those who 
bought a membership and they 
wouldn’t have to pay it back for 100 
years.

Elections Manitoba said reim-
bursing people for membership fees 
violates the Election Financing Act, 
which says a person or organization 
must not reimburse or otherwise 
compensate, or offer to reimburse 
or otherwise compensate, any indi-
vidual for all or part of a contribu-
tion.

“An individual must not make a 
contribution expecting to be reim-
bursed or compensated by another 
person or organization for all or 
part of the contribution,” Elections 
Manitoba spokesperson Alison 
Mitchell said in an email.

“The loan scenario is less clear, 
as loan provisions under the (law) 
do not relate to members of the 
public, but only to political partici-
pants. I would suggest you contact 
the party to see whether they have 
a concern about this.”

Stewart said the party “does not 
condone the activity of providing 
money or loans to purchase mem-
berships.”

The NDP demanded the PCs be 
transparent about membership 
sales and party activities during 
the leadership race. 

“The PC party must tell the 
public they are not allowing the use 
of the ‘100-year loan scheme.’ It is 
clearly wrong,” said New Democrat 
Malaya Marcelino.

“Manitobans need to know that no 
one in the PC party can buy their 
way into the premier’s chair.”

carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca

It puts the business in a tough spot, 
Miller said. He doesn’t want to police 
the sale of an over-the-counter item 
— “That’s not my place” — but also 
doesn’t want people to ingest a drug 
meant for livestock.

Since speaking publicly about in-
creased interest in ivermectin supply, 
Miller said he’s been contacted by 

someone upset Miller won’t promote it 
as a COVID-19 treatment. He said the 
store’s Facebook page has had a spike 
in web traffic.

No overdoses caused by ivermectin 
have been reported in Manitoba, a 
Shared Health spokesperson wrote in a 
statement.

“We cannot be certain how many 

patients have used this medication 
to treat COVID-19, but we know this 
is occurring. The Manitoba Poison 
Centre has not seen any increase in 
calls related to ivermectin exposure 
compared to previous years, and 
Health Links... has not received any 
calls related to this substance,” Shared 
Health said.

“We remind Manitobans that 
ivermectin has not been approved 
for treatment of COVID-19 by Health 
Canada, and factual information about 
COVID-19 should only be sought from 
reliable sources.”

katie.may@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @thatkatiemay

Michelle Gawronsky, president of 
Manitoba Government and General 
Employees’ Union (which has 32,000 
members), said not seeing the public 
health act in writing makes it hard for 
the union to talk to its members about 
what to do.

“Although three weeks have passed 
since the province announced its 
intention to have an immunization and 
testing policy for the civil service, no 
written policy has been provided,” said 
Gawronsky. “This makes it difficult for 
our union to help members navigate 
the new policy. It also leaves us unable 
to determine if the policy is consist-
ent with the collective agreement and 
adequately protects the personal health 
information of employees.”

Gawronsky said the union does 
support the recommendations of 
public health officials on the province-
wide immunization campaign and is 
continuing to urge its members to be 
immunized.

“When combined with appropriate 
PPE and workplace safety protocols, 

immunization is known to be one of the 
most powerful tools we have to keep 
people safe,” she said.

NDP health critic Uzoma Asag-
wara flagged the issue after hearing 
from people involved in long-term 
care.

“The concern was raised that they 
have received zero information for how 
they are supposed to navigate these 
health orders with vaccines and with 
testing,” said Asagwara.

“At this point, the fact the (Tory) 
government doesn’t have a clear order 
signed and disseminated is a reflec-
tion of their complete incompetence. 
It’s almost as if they have thrown their 
hands up in the air and have their 
fingers crossed we’ll somehow get 
through this.

“It is mind-boggling.”
Manitoba Liberal Leader Dougald 

Lamont said the public health order 
should have been signed when it was 
announced.

“The PCs need to explain exactly 
why it wasn’t,” said Lamont. “Public 

health has to come before politics, 
which it hasn’t for the entire pan-
demic... Whatever the reason, this is 
negligence that is going to lead to more 
cases in a health-care system that can’t 
handle it.”

Meantime, Jan Legeros, executive 
director of the Long Term & Continu-
ing Care Association of Manitoba, said 
the organization, “applauds govern-
ment for their leadership and positive 
approach as seen in the new public 
health orders, which include manda-
tory vaccinations.”

“There are a great deal of logistical 
challenges being worked out... and a 
provincial group is working on this to 
get this in place ASAP,” said Legeros. 
“I would hope that staff and others are 
following the spirit of the order poised 
to be signed. I am sure that is being 
encouraged.”

However, at least two organizations 
representing health-related profession-
als have adopted a wait-and-see stance.

Rafi Mohammed, chief executive 
officer of the Manitoba Dental Associa-

tion, and Cheryl Bayer, registrar of the 
Manitoba Association of Optometrists, 
said while members continue to follow 
public health orders, the organizations 
want to see the final version of the 
public health order before making any 
decisions, including whether to recom-
mend mandatory vaccinations or not.

“Our board is deliberating it during 
the next couple of meetings,” said 
Mohammed. “We continue to follow the 
province’s regulations.”

“We expect to see the public health 
order soon,” Bayer said. “We will 
review it when we see it.”

The Manitoba Chiropractors Asso-
ciation has already made its decision.

“The vaccine mandate does not apply 
to health professionals such as chiro-
practors who work in private clinics, 
provided they do not also work in any 
public setting funded by government 
(Shared Health, CancerCare Mani-
toba, regional health authorities),” said 
executive director Karen Woloschuk.

kevin.rollason@freepress.mb.ca
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Conspiracy theorists believe ivermectin, which is to be used on horses, is a treatment for COVID-19. It isn’t.

THE idyllic photo of a chestnut horse appeared on 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s Instagram 
feed in August, along with a blunt caption: “You 
are not a horse. Stop it with the #Ivermectin. It’s 
not authorized for treating #COVID.”

The post was one of several stark warnings 
issued about ivermectin — an anti-parasitic 
medication being promoted by prominent 
conservative media figures and politicians, as well 
as some physicians, as an effective treatment for 
COVID-19, despite the lack of scientific evidence 
showing there are benefits of taking the drug for 
that purpose.

Interest in ivermectin surged in the U.S. during 
this summer’s rapid rise in coronavirus infections 
fuelled by the highly transmissible delta variant. 
Prescriptions have soared, and some people have 
resorted to taking forms of the anti-parasitic 
intended for large animals, leading to spikes in 
calls to poison control centres around the U.S.

For many experts, the ivermectin craze is stir-
ring feelings of pandemic deja vu.

“We’ve already had the sad example of hydroxy-
chloroquine, which is used for malaria, which 
clearly did not show any positive effects,” said 

Sunil Parikh, an associate professor of epidemiol-
ogy and infectious diseases at the Yale School of 
Public Health, referring to the drug pushed by 
former president Donald Trump and others during 
the earlier stages of the pandemic.

“I’m afraid at the moment we’re heading down 
that way with ivermectin,” Parikh said.

●  How is ivermectin traditionally used?
Ivermectin tablets are approved for use in 

humans by the FDA to treat some parasitic worms, 
including intestinal roundworms or those that 
cause river blindness. Topical treatments are also 
used for external parasites (head lice) and to help 
with skin conditions (rosacea).

When used appropriately, “it’s a very effective 
treatment for some of these parasitic infections,” 
said John O’Horo, an infectious-disease specialist 
with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. The 
inexpensive and widely available drug is included 
on the World Health Organization’s list of essential 
medicines for several parasitic diseases.

For animals, ivermectin is commonly used as a 
dewormer, said Gillian Perkins, associate director 
of the Cornell University Hospital for Animals. 

The medicine comes in a variety of forms, such as 
injectables, pastes or liquids.

● Does ivermectin have an effect on 
COVID-19?

“It hasn’t been proven to be effective,” said 
Michael Saag, a professor of medicine and infec-
tious diseases at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. “If I saw evidence that it worked, I 
would be one of the first to use it. But the truth is, 
there are no data that support its use.”

The idea that ivermectin could be a coronavirus 
treatment began gaining steam in the spring of 
2020, when Australian researchers observed that 
the medicine killed the virus in a lab setting. The 
findings had notable caveats, however. For one, 
the amount of drug required to have an effect 
on the virus was much higher than the amount 
approved for use in humans, and could be fatal. 
And lab-based tests also don’t account for the 
complexities of the human body.

“You could take many drugs and push them 
to a high enough concentration that you would 
see some effect in a laboratory setting against 
pathogens,” Parikh said. “When we use them in 

humans, we have to find the sweet spot where the 
drug has its positive effect, but the risk of any of 
those side effects is extremely low.”

David Boulware, a professor of medicine in the 
Division of Infectious Diseases and International 
Medicine at the University of Minnesota, who is 
involved in two ongoing large-scale clinical trials 
examining the effect of ivermectin on people with 
COVID, agreed. “Just because it works in the lab 
doesn’t mean that it works in humans.”

Other clinical trials conducted so far have been 
controversial. Findings have been complicated 
by concerns over issues with the research, such 
as plagiarism, methodological flaws and small 
sample sizes. At least one large study that reported 
benefits has been withdrawn following complaints 
about plagiarism and data manipulation.

According to Boulware, the best data currently 
available is from a trial in Brazil, which has not 
formally published its findings. In that study, 
ivermectin performed similarly to the placebo, 
he said, meaning there was no apparent clinical 
benefit to taking the medicine.

— Washington Post

What is ivermectin and where did people get the idea it can treat COVID-19?
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