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MANITOBA has recorded its lowest 
daily COVID-19 case count since prior 
to the second wave, leading the prov-
ince’s top doctor to declare it will soon 
become a “disease of the unvaccin-
ated.”

Only 11 new cases were detected 
across the province Monday: the lowest 
daily count since Sept. 17.

The highest number of infections 
continues to be among men in their 
20s. Chief provincial public health of-
ficer Dr. Brent Roussin said it could be 
because men tend to have lower vac-
cination uptake than women, and vac-
cination rates are generally lower in 
younger age groups.

“As we move forward, this is going to 
be a disease of the unvaccinated, so it’s 
just another reason to continue to en-
courage all eligible Manitobans to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible,” Rous-
sin said Monday.

The more contagious Delta variant 
currently accounts for about 30 per 
cent of Manitoba’s COVID-19 cases, 
and that number is climbing.

“It’s going to be our dominant strain 
here in the near future. We’re see-
ing clusters related to it, we’re seeing 
clusters that involve fully vaccinated 
people. However, in those clusters, 
we’re not seeing severe outcomes in 
those fully vaccinated people,” Roussin 
said.

Promised provincial projections that 
estimate the impending impact of the 
Delta variant are coming within the 
next couple of weeks, Roussin said, add-

ing public health officials will also an-
nounce back-to-school plans in a week 
or so.

Roussin declined to comment Mon-
day on whether students can expect 
cohorts, masking and distancing as 
a normal part of the next school year. 
He said the best thing to do, especially 
considering children under 12 are not 
eligible for COVID-19 vaccines, is for 
everyone around them to get vaccin-
ated.

“If we have staff and eligible students 
vaccinated, we’re going to see much 
less transmission occurring,” Roussin 
said.

Asked if Manitoba’s low case counts 
and test positivity rates could result in 
an earlier loosening of public health re-
strictions — even if the targeted 80 per 
cent of Manitobans don’t have at least 
one shot of vaccine by the August long 
weekend — Roussin said officials  are 
not yet set on an answer.

“We don’t have a final decision on 
when the next loosening will come in. 
It is going to be based on a number of 
indicators, but vaccine is so important 
that we really want to hit that target.”

More “uncertainty” could be on the 
horizon this fall, as the flu and other 
respiratory illnesses circulate, along 
with COVID-19, Roussin said.

Two more Manitobans have died of 
COVID-19, the province announced 
Monday.

A man in his 80s in the Winnipeg 
health region died of the Alpha variant 
Saturday; a man in his 50s in Southern 
Health died Sunday.

Despite recent deaths of Manitobans 

in their 30s, the number of people dying 
of COVID-19 has dropped dramatically. 
Provincial data shows most of Mani-
toba’s total infections — approximately 
6,000 — are among men aged 20 to 29. 
But older people are still much more 
likely to be hospitalized or die.

The current five-day test positivity 
rate was 1.8 per cent in Winnipeg and 
three per cent across the province.

There were 62 new cases reported 
Saturday; 30 on Sunday.

Of the 11 cases reported Monday, five 
were in Southern Health, three in Win-
nipeg, two in Interlake-Eastern, and 
one in Northern Health.

There were 528 actives cases in the 
province; 55,756 people are listed as 
recovered. As of Monday, 1,172 Mani-
tobans had died due to COVID-19.

There were 110 pandemic patients in 
hospital, including 26 in intensive care.

An outbreak has been declared at 
the Bethesda Regional Health Centre 
in Steinbach, while an outbreak  was 
declared over at Deer Lodge Centre’s 
L4W unit in Winnipeg.

— with files from Kevin Rollason
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Norma Wiechman, 79, knows she will eventually need to move into a personal care home, but worries about how staffing shortages will affect her care.

N
ORMA Wiechman does not want 
to move into a personal care 
home.

The 79-year-old has watched the news 
unfold: COVID-19 spreading through 
seniors’ centres while residents were 
forced to isolate and take meals in their 
small rooms. Wiechman said she has 
friends who wish they never moved into 
a personal care home.

“I wouldn’t want to go into one, but 
at some point, I know I’ll have to. What 
else can you do?” Wiechman said from 
her home just outside of Winnipeg.

Seventy-three per cent of Manitobans 
want an overhaul, or significant chan-
ges, to long-term care facilities, accord-
ing to a study the Angus Reid Institute 
released Monday.

Nationally, 76 per cent of people be-
lieve an overhaul or significant changes 
should be made. Only 26 per cent of the 
survey’s 1,503 respondents believe such 
shifts will happen.

Wiechman worries about staffing 
shortages at personal care homes.

“They’re trying their best to do as 
much as they can, but they can only 
look after so many people,” she said.

Three in five Manitobans believe 
the federal government should be dir-
ectly involved in creating standards for 
the industry, according to the survey. 
Manitoba is joined by British Columbia, 
Ontario and Atlantic Canada. Three in 
five people in Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Quebec responded that provinces 
should remain the decision-makers of 
long-term care homes.

“What I interpret from this is that 
people in Manitoba are less concerned 
with... who’s in charge, and more con-
cerned with ensuring the improve-
ments are made,” said Shachi Kurl, 
president of the Angus Reid Institute.

Forty-seven per cent of respondents 
said they would do everything in their 
power to avoid themselves and/or 
family members from entering a long-
term care home.

The largest call was for more inspec-
tions and enforcement of standards (43 
per cent), followed by increasing the 
minimum number of staff required on 
duty (39 per cent). Raising pay for and 
recruiting workers were also concerns, 
with 38 per cent and 37 per cent of 
people citing a need, respectively.

The Canadian Association for Long 
Term Care has spent years advocating 

for federal government involvement, 
according to CEO Jodi Hall. She called 
the COVID-19 pandemic a “catalyst” to 
create change in the industry.

“These chronic, systemic issues are 
not new,” Hall said, adding she wants 
shared responsibility between the fed-
eral government, provincial govern-
ments and the care-home sector.

Ottawa could support sustainable 
funding of facilities, human resource 
acquisition and infrastructure renewal, 
she said.

“The labour shortage... is absolute-
ly reaching that crisis point, and it’s 
critical that we all work together for 
a collective plan,” she said. “Given the 
demographic transition in Canada, we 
know that that time has come for a dif-
ferent conversation.”

The Standards Council of Canada, 
Canadian Standards Association and 
Health Standards Organization are col-
laborating to create national standards 
on improving long-term care homes. 
The group plans to share a public draft 
in late 2021 or early 2022, according 
to the Health Standard Organization’s 
website.

Over 250,000 Canadians live in per-
sonal care homes. There are 125 li-

censed settings in Manitoba housing up 
to 9,765 people.

For Hall, the national standards are 
welcome — but more federal involve-
ment is necessary.

“It can’t happen fast enough. The 
focus really needs to be on partner-
ships, development (and) collaboration 
if we really want to refocus on how we 
want to experience aging in Canada,” 
she said.

There are no plans for Manitoba to 
share responsibilities for long-term 
care homes with the federal govern-
ment, according to a provincial spokes-
person.

“We would reiterate the very clear 
message to the federal government that 
the most pressing need is to restore Ot-
tawa’s role as a true, long-term health 
funding partner with a substantial 
increase in the Canada Health Trans-
fer,” the spokesperson said in a written 
statement.

People participated in the Angus Reid 
Institute survey from March 15 to 18. 
The poll has a margin of error of 2.5 
percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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Manitobans voice support for
long-term care overhaul: survey

Poll shows desire for change, but little confidence it will occur
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Dr. Brent Roussin, chief provincial public health officer, says the Delta variant will become the 
dominant strain in the near future — but vaccinations will help avoid severe outcomes.

CANADIANS and Americans alike 
have been left confused by mismatched 
announcements from their respect-
ive countries that left Canada’s border 
open to United States residents – but not 
vice versa.

“It was so bewildering. It was ab-
solutely 180 degrees from what we 
expected, what we believed, and the 
conversations that we had had,” Simon 
Resch, owner of Emerson Duty Free, 
said Monday.

“It’s like starting your car and turn-
ing it off, and starting your car and 
turning it off, and stop and go and stop 
and go.”

His business has served as Canada’s 
oldest duty free store for nearly 40 
years, sitting at the border between 
Emerson and Pembina, N.D., and 
has lost the vast majority of its busi-
ness without American clientele.

After the U.S. government an-
nounced — despite Canada opening its 
border to fully vaccinated U.S. citizens 
for non-essential travel starting Aug. 9 
— it would not be doing the same until 
at least Aug. 21, Resch said his industry 
is paying the price.

“It absolutely leaves me with the feel-
ing that there really is no organization 
or co-ordination between Canada and 
the United States when it comes to the 
border and international travel,” he 
said.

Resch said Emerson Duty Free will, 
should it survive post-pandemic, have 
non-international travel-based ele-
ments in place if the border is forced to 
close in a similar fashion again.

Week-to-week changing orders, along 
with the ending of several federal sup-
port programs, have left him uncertain 
about the future.

“If we’re not ready yet to live in a 
world with an open border shared with 
the United States, I don’t think then 
we’re ready to phase out support pro-
grams,” Resch said.

“I think that’s very unfair. I think 
that’s very short sighted of the federal 
government.”

On the other side of the border, Fargo 
Mayor Tim Mahoney said he was “very 
disappointed” with the U.S. federal gov-
ernment’s decision, calling it a blanket 
response for the whole country based 
on high case counts in a few areas.

“What we find with them is (the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention) doesn’t necessarily take the 
whole United States into account,” he 
said. “Certain areas go up, all of sudden 
they get frightened. And then they kind 
of make rules for everybody the same 
way.”

North Dakota health officials re-
ported 27 new COVID-19 cases out of 
424 tests processed Sunday, a test posi-
tivity rate of 6.43 per cent. The 14-day 
average was 2.27 per cent.

Not only has the dip in sale of agri-
cultural products and lumber between 
Manitoba and North Dakota dealt the 
state a heavy blow, the summer — a sea-
son that typically has Fargo “packed” 
with Canadian visitors — will be all but 
over should the border open Aug. 21.

“It may not seem (so) to our federal 
government, but that’s a big deal. We’re 
climate oriented in this community, we 
do things when we can, our tourist sea-
son gets pretty busy,” the mayor said.

North Dakota parcel service Mike’s 
Parcel co-owner Mason Peters said he 
“couldn’t be more shocked,” after hear-
ing Canadians wouldn’t be able to come 
and retrieve ordered packages at the 
border next month.

“For a week now, we’ve just been try-
ing to come to grips with it, trying to 
get the logic, or the data, or the bench-
mark or the reasoning behind it. And 
we’re still stumped,” he said.

Peters is keeping optimistic for now, 
but the business is in limbo. He noted 
that, at the beginning of the pandemic, 
Mike’s Parcel was still a relatively new 
business paying off debt, and optimism 
won’t last forever.

“Can we make it until the border 
opens? I would turn around and say, I 
think so, but please tell me when the 
border is going to open,” he said.

malak.abas@freepress.mb.ca
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U.S. border
decision
frustrates
both sides 
of the line
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The U.S. border will remain closed to non-
essential travel until at least Aug. 21.
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