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BUY 5 Products offering
AIR MILES® Bonus Miles
& Get an additional
10 BONUS MILES*

BUY 7 Products offering
AIR MILES® Bonus Miles
& Get an additional
20 BONUS MILES*

BUY 9 Products offering
AIR MILES® Bonus Miles
& Get an additional
30 BONUS MILES*

*Terms and conditions available at LiquorMarts.ca.

SCU.MB.CA/MYSAVINGS

60-month GIC

2.15%*

*Rate subject to change. 
GICs require a $500 
minimum deposit.  
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BLUE BACK TO WORK
Jeff Hamilton has five storylines to follow 
as Bombers return to field against B.C. / C3

MILITARY OFF TO ALBERTA
With 20,000 active cases of COVID-19, Alberta
summons help from Canadian Forces, Red Cross / A11

REMINDER OF RISK
Woman issues call to remain vigilant 
after husband dies of COVID-19 / A3

JOHN WOODS / THE CANADIAN PRESS

Large crowds gather to march in downtown Winnipeg to remember those subjected to residential schools and the ’60s Scoop as part of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

MOST personal care home workers
in Manitoba have been vaccinated 
against COVID-19, but some rural 
facilities are preparing to test up to
a third of their employees who have 
so far refused to be immunized.

Julie Turenne-Maynard, execu-
tive director of the Manitoba Asso-
ciation of Residential and Commun-
ity Care Homes for the Elderly, said 
staff immunization rates at homes
in Southern Health reflect vaccina-
tion trends in the region.

“They have quite a few staff that 
are not vaccinated, that don’t intend 
to get vaccinated, and that’s going
to create some problems for them in 
the upcoming weeks,” she said.

As of Oct. 18, personal care home 
staff in Manitoba who are not fully
immunized will be required to take 
rapid antigen tests up to three times
a week under a new provincial pub-
lic health order signed Sept. 24. The
order also requires homes to offer
rapid tests on site.

Southern Health, which includes
the communities of Portage la 
Prairie, Steinbach, Winkler, 
Morden and Altona, has the lowest
level of vaccine coverage in the
province at 65.7 per cent.

In Steinbach, 64.5 per cent of the
eligible population had at least one
dose as of Thursday; in Wink-
ler, the rate was 41.3 per cent.

Turenne-Maynard said while
the private, non-profit homes
MARCHE represents in Winnipeg 
and the Prairie Mountain health 
region have reported staff vaccin-
ation levels above 90 per cent, “it’s 
a different story” in the south.

That creates logistical head-
aches too, she said.

“Any rapid testing that needs to 
be supervised takes more resour-
ces and the more staff that you
have that need that test the more 
resources you need,” Turenne-
Maynard said. “So, there could be 
the necessity to have additional 
resources brought to the facilities 
that have lower vaccination rates,
just for work purposes, just to get
on your shift on time.”

Staff refusing 
vaccinations 
at some 
rural care 
homes 
DANIELLE DA SILVA

● CARE HOMES, CONTINUED ON A2

A 
SEA of orange flooded down-
town Winnipeg, as thousands of 
Manitobans came together to 

honour residential school survivors, 
mourn those lost to the system, and
mark the first National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation.

On Thursday morning, outside the
towering Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights, a historic sight: crowds 
of people in orange shirts honouring a
group of ’60s Scoop, residential school 
and day school survivors gathered on 
the steps.

“We went there as beautiful chil-
dren; we wake up every day with these
memories,” Gerry Shingoose — her-
self a residential school survivor —

called into a megaphone, looking out at 
the growing crowd.

“Today is such a beautiful day to 
honour each one of us.”

Shingoose offered a prayer, kicking
off a healing walk that would lead thou-
sands of people from the museum steps
to Main Street, and northward to a
powwow at St. John’s Park.

“We really wanted to honour those
who have made it home and also the
children that did not make it home,” 
said Katherine Legrange, director of 
the Sixties Scoop Legacy of Canada, 
who organized the walk.

“This year was especially important
as the discoveries keep happening of 
children found in unmarked graves 
at residential facilities, and because
this is the first official National Day 
of Truth and Reconciliation. So we 

thought it was really important to hold 
something where everybody could
participate.”

As the crowd marched its way through
the downtown, cries of “Every child
matters” rose above the din of cheering,
honking horns, drumming and singing.

“We see you. We hear you. We 
believe you. We love you,” the crowd
called, echoing Shingoose’s words on 
the megaphone.

At the front, the Spirit Sands Singers
led with songs, joined by a group of 
community leaders and youth. Among
them were Tracy Mentuck and her
seven-year-old son Teatum: a young
dancer who was asked to guide Thurs-
day’s march.

“I’m honoured to be here and hon-
oured for my son to lead this walk,” 
said Mentuck. “Little voices like this 

need to be heard. These are our gen-
erations right here, and they’re going
to carry on with our traditions.”

Teatum, for his part, expressed ex-
citement and joy to be part of the event.

Winnipeg police and event organiz-
ers estimate more than 10,000 people 
joined the walk, and more than 12,000
attended the powwow at St. John’s 
Park. At some points, the crowd
stretched from Shaw Park to the Dis-
raeli Freeway.

Isabelle Lewis joined in support of 
survivors, in memory of her father,
and to grieve the children removed at
young ages from their homes by the
Canadian government.

‘Beautiful day’ for truth, reconciliation

JULIA-SIMONE RUTGERS
AND GABRIELLE PICHÉ

Manitobans take to streets to mark first official day of reflection
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● MELISSA MARTIN / A2
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Bittersweet grief
Families begin to host 

long-delayed funerals
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After the news in May of more than 
200 potential unmarked graves found 
near a former residential school in 
Kamloops, B.C., Lewis began walking in 
Winnipeg each day. The effort was to 
honour the lost children, and to begin 
healing the trauma she carries through 
her father, who attended a residential 
school.

“I now learned why I grew up with so 
much hurt and unspoken words. I’m not 
going to be quiet no more, I’m going to 
give it a voice.”

At least once a week she would walk 
10 kilometres, other days slightly less. 
She was forced to stop when she frac-
tured her heel, but took to the streets 
again Thursday in a boot cast.

“I walked, I walked; I cried, I cried,” 
said Lewis. “I thought of my pain, my 
dad’s pain, my dad’s unspoken words — 
and I still feel it as I walk today.”

As the march drew to a close, 
the crowd merged with more than 
1,000 people already gathered at St. 
John’s Park for a powwow.

“I’ve got lots of pride, because all 
these people supporting not only us but 
the ones who have passed on before, 
it’s quite the turnout,” said ’60s Scoop 
survivor Waylon Flett.

“There’s thousands of people out here 
today, so hopefully this raises some 
awareness. This intergenerational 

trauma has to stop somewhere.”
At a morning gathering on King 

Street, Emily Stefanyshyn, 15, spontane-
ously took the podium at Ma Mawi Wi 
Chi Itata Centre’s Every Child Matters 
event.

Her young relatives joined her. They 
said they were thankful to those in at-
tendance, as families gathered in prayer 
and reflection, honouring children 
who’d attended residential schools.

“(I’m) trying to educate all of my 
peers who don’t know about it,” the blue-
haired teen said later.

Emily has one eye on the past and 
another on the future. She’s part of Ma 
Mawi’s youth truth and reconciliation 
program, and has spent six months 
creating a module on Indigenous his-
tory and culture. Residential schools 
and missing and murdered Indigenous 
women and girls are key topics.

“It’s important to honour people that 
went through a lot,” she said. “I hope to 
get our module... into the school system.”

“This whole event, we really centred 
it around youth, because we know youth 
are the next generation and they’re 
the ones who are going to be sharing 
these stories and messages,” said Katie 
McKenzie, the event’s supporting co-
ordinator. “If they can do this... then we 
are going to continue moving forward in 
truth and reconciliation.”

McKenzie, 20, plans to focus her fu-
ture employment law career on recon-
ciliation.

“I really feel that systematically 
there’s a lot of work that can be done 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people in the workplace.”

Seth Poirier, 18, accepted an offer 
for smudging at Thursday’s event. His 
great-grandmother went to residential 
school; she doesn’t talk about it, but 
he knows the history. He wants to be a 
social worker.

“I want to bring people up,” he said.
Courtney Kszywiecki wore an orange 

sweater, ribbon skirt and moccasins to 
Ma Mawi. Her Swampy Cree grandpar-
ents stopped practising their culture, she 
said. She attended Thursday for them.

“They stopped, and they just brushed 
it aside and acted like it wasn’t their 
identity because they were so afraid 
of going to the residential schools,” the 
26-year-old said.

Kszywiecki called the new national 
day “a step in the right direction.”

“I also think that people need to real-
ize that it’s not a day off,” she said. “It’s 
a day for reflection.”

julia-simone.rutgers@freepress.mb.ca
gabrielle.piche@freepress.mb.ca

Sunrise ceremony

COMMEMORATIONS across Winnipeg 
began as dawn broke Thursday, with a 
ceremony at The Forks, a historical gath-
ering place for Indigenous people.  

“The sunrise ceremony represents 
a big step in downtown Winnipeg, 
doing something we would have been 
arrested for only a few decades ago,” 
said Free Press columnist Niigaan Sinclair, 
Indigenous curator of The Forks National 
Historical Site.

“Today is a day to reflect on a history 
full of violence but also commit ourselves 
to real actions embedded in change and 
building a community better than we 
inherited.”

Elsewhere in the city, the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery hosted residential school survivors 
to share their stories with the public.

Later in the morning, survivors, leaders 
and youth from Fox Lake and York Factory 
First Nations and Tataskweyak Cree Na-
tion marched to the Manitoba legislature 
from the airport area, completing a 
1,000-kilometre unity walk from Gillam 
that began Sept. 18.

The trek, intended to honour residential 
school survivors, also worked to bring 
awareness to the needs of northern First 
Nations that endure the intergenerational 
effects of the system without the same 
supports available in southern Manitoba.

“But if it’s something that needs to 
be done, it’s something that needs to be 
done.”

Turenne-Maynard said care home 
operators, particularly in rural areas, 
are reluctant to introduce their own 
mandatory vaccination policies owing 
to intense staffing pressures and the 
potential for resignations.

Vaccine hesitancy is high in the 
region and personal care homes are al-
ready competing against other sectors 
for their workers, she added.  

“It could create some problems, and 
for all homes, resident care and resi-
dent safety is of the utmost concern,” 
she said. “You need to do whatever you 
have to do in order to ensure that your 
residents are being cared for to the 
level that they deserve.”

Operators would have also been left 
in a difficult position had the provin-
cial government made immunization a 
condition of employment, rather than 
offer rapid tests, she said.

“Some people who don’t want to get 
vaccinated think that if they rebuke 
this that the government will back 
down,” she said. “But if that occurs, 
then it defeats the purpose of trying 
to protect and ensure the safety of all 
people who are working in this field.

“In rural communities, they are chal-
lenged in any circumstances to have 
and find the resources that they need 
to work in their homes,” she said.

In Winnipeg and other urban areas, 
care home operators are reporting 
staff vaccination rates between 90 and 
98 per cent, said Jan Legeros of the 
Long Term and Continuing Care As-
sociation of Manitoba.

The association represents 35 homes 
operating about 50 per cent of the long-
term care beds in the province.

“Everybody is really well ahead of 
the game here in terms of the Octo-
ber deadline,” Legeros said. “For my 
members, I would say that everyone 
had embraced this idea long before the 
public health order was put in place.”

Private, for-profit personal care 
home operators Revera and Extendi-
care have already told staff vaccina-
tion will be mandatory as of Oct. 12. 
Employees who are not immunized 
will be placed on an unpaid leave of 
absence. Testing will not be offered as 
an accommodation.

Legeros said association members 
have also shared mixed reviews on of-
fering tests to accommodate staff who 
are not immunized. Some independent 
care homes have already joined Re-
vera and Extendicare and introduced 
mandatory vaccination policies, she 
noted.

“The executive directors are still 
working very hard to talk to their staff 
that are hesitant and ensure that they 
have all the education and information 
that they need, and are trying very 
hard to help them understand how im-
portant it is to be vaccinated,” Legeros 
said.

“So that they can not only remain 
working in the environment but with-
out all the hassle of testing, but also for 
their own health and the health of their 
loved ones around them.”

danielle.dasilva@freepress.mb.ca

T
HE marchers arrive at St. John’s 
Park at almost exactly the minute 
predicted. They arrive in a great 

orange wave, all wearing shirts the 
same colour. They arrive led by the 
drum, and the riders on horseback, 
and the tendrils of smudge that curl 
over Main Street, cleansing the path to 
the park where the powwow is under-
way. 

“Are we all going to fit into the park, 
guys?” one young woman gasps, laugh-
ing as she surveys the scene.

In a way they do, in a way they don’t. 
For hours, the people flow into the 
park from all directions. They flow by 
the hundreds, and then the thousands. 
They flow until the fields show less 

green than orange, until lines for the 
porta-potties stretch into the dozens, 
until the whole park is alive with laugh-
ter and conversation.    

The crowd looks like Manitoba. It 
contains faces of all ages, all races. 
Most of the people here are Indig-
enous, but on this day they are joined 
in solidarity by people of all nations; a 
movement, generations in the making, 
to call for a way forward, to call for ac-
tion on reconciliation, to call for justice 
for Indigenous people. 

So many people turn out on this 
Thursday to share in that call, the park 
itself almost cannot hold them.

They surround the white tent at 
the event’s heart until the dancers 
inside can be seen only by the feathers 
crowning their regalia, if at all. Until 
the beat of the drums can be heard 
only as a muffled thrum, if at all. Until 
the voices of the powwow’s emcee and 
speakers are muted and lost to most 
watching from outside the tent.

That’s OK, though. Because on this, 
the first National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, the crowd has come 

together in memory of the children and 
the survivors. They’ve come together 
to mourn what was taken, and also to 
honour what persisted: Indigenous na-
tions, cultures and spirit. 

To see that spirit rising, vibrant 
and full of life, all one needs to do is 
watch the children playing. 

On the park’s eastern edge, the 
kids play in sight of the Red River. 
They play in sight of watchful par-
ents. They wear orange shirts, some 
a few sizes too big. They spin and 
swing, begging patient older siblings 
to push them just a little bit higher, 
shrieking with joy when that wish is 
granted.

A boy clambers to the top of a climb-
ing block, then turns to beam proudly 
at his father. 

“Remember when I did this?” the 
child calls out. 

His father looks up with a slight 
grimace. “I know,” he replies. “But be 
careful.” 

Under the trees, a boy blows bubbles 
that scatter over the grass. Behind the 
white tent, a girl, about six years old, 

stands straight and proud in her jingle 
dress. Nearby a man cranes his neck 
for a glimpse of the dancers, while his 
son holds his hand; the boy is happily 
chattering away about what he would 
do if he had superpowers.

There are kids eating ice cream, 
kids petting dogs, kids tapping drums. 
Kids rolling down hills until their 
braided hair is adorned with yellow 
leaves, until the grown-ups have to rub 
the grass from their cheeks, until they 
come to rest at the bottom of the hill 
in a tangled and giggling mess, before 
running back up to try again.

Every child matters, the crowd says, 
whether by the words emblazoned 
on their shirts or the chants welling 
up from their throats. To think what 
they are fighting for are moments like 
these. Honouring the children who 
never got to live these moments and de-
claring, in unison, that no child should 
ever have their joy or their love stolen 
from them again.

Inside the tent, the emcee pauses 
the proceedings to make an an-
nouncement: two little girls have 

lost their parents, he says. He asks if 
anyone recognizes them. NDP MLA 
Nahanni Fontaine takes one of the 
girls by the hand. But it’s hard to hear 
from outside the tent and even harder 
to see, so for a while at least, there’s 
no reunion.

Yet these children are safe, they’re 
with people who care, they are pro-
tected. They are lost for a little while, 
perhaps, but their community is all 
around them. They are seen, they are 
held, they will go home to the family 
that loves them. And that is what all 
children deserve although, for far too 
long in Canada, a right not all were 
given.

As the powwow winds down, people 
begin to drift back to their cars, or 
their walk home. As they leave the 
park, the sound of the drums falls 
away from their ears, and then the 
sound of a thousand conversations. In 
the end, the last song that can be heard 
on the breeze, drifting from the park to 
the street, is the laughter of children.

melissa.martin@freepress.mb.ca 

Heavy hearts, happy hearts for the laughter of children 
MELISSA MARTIN

● MORE COVERAGE ON A8, B3
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A person carries an ‘Every child matters’ flag past the Canadian Museum for Human Rights as the healing walk sets out on the morning of the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
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