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Teen victim in city’s latest killing
Second slaying in four days 

G
ARBAGE and clothing were 
strewn Wednesday morning 
near trash bins in the back lane 

at a convenience store on Salter Street 
near Flora Avenue, amid stains that ap-
peared to be blood spatters.

The debris was behind yellow tape, 
where a patrol car manned by two Win-
nipeg Police Service officers watched 
over the scene of the city’s latest homi-
cide.

Police were called to the scene for an 
assault behind the store shortly after 1 
a.m.

Officers found two injured males: 
a 17-year-old and a 30-year-old. Both 
were taken to hospital. The teen later 
died; the man is in stable condition.

The WPS identification unit had ar-
rived by mid-morning, with officers 
placing evidence markers on the debris 
strewn in the alley. Homicide detec-
tives are probing the circumstances of 
the slaying, but no arrests have been 
announced, police said.

Antro, who has lived nearby for more 
than a decade and declined to give his 
surname, said he was up at 1 a.m. but 
didn’t notice anything out of the ordin-
ary. However, arguments in that sec-
tion of back lane are frequent, he said.

“There’s always screams,” he said, 
noting people often walk up and down 
the lane to the 24-hour convenience 
store. “People insulting each other and 
screaming, it’s common — it’s extreme-
ly common.

“I feel for all the misery... and I feel 
for this person,” Antro said of the teen 
victim, adding he thinks there isn’t the 
political will to help stem violence in 
the neighbourhood. “Most of the people 
here have normal lives.”

Antro, for one, has a hulking guard 

dog he says has chased people from his 
yard more than once.

The teen’s death marks Winni-
peg’s  23rd homicide of 2021, and the 
second in four days.

Tyler McKay, 20, was stabbed and 
killed July 24 after an argument out-
side of a house party on the 400 block 
of Toronto Street. Jordan Julius Irving, 
29, has been charged with manslaugh-
ter.

By this time last year, 27 people 

had been slain in Winnipeg. The city’s 
2020 total was 42 homicide victims  — 
just two less than the 44 logged in 2019, 
the most in a single year on record.

Elsewhere, police kept a large sec-
tion of Provencher Boulevard blocked 
off in both directions between Des 
Meurons and Langevin streets dur-
ing the Wednesday morning rush until 
about 10 a.m.

Officers were called to a serious as-
sault on the 300 block of Provencher at 

about 4:35 a.m., police said, but released 
little other information.

WPS evidence markers littered the 
street there. A shoe and clothing was 
seen next to a light stand adjacent to the 
crosswalk at St. Jean Baptiste Street 
and Provencher Boulevard. A uni-
formed officer carried evidence bags 
down the street, including one that ap-
peared to contain a wooden stake.
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Evidence markers dot the back lane of a Salter Street convenience store on Wednesday morning. Shortly after 1 a.m., Winnipeg police responded to the report of an assault and found two 
injured males in the alley. A 17-year-old died in hospital. No arrests have been made.

Members of the Winnipeg Police Service identification unit investigate the city’s 23rd homicide of the year.

Psychologists ready to alleviate mental health ‘stopgap’
WITH staffing issues and limited avail-
able beds prompting mental health 
assessment backlogs in Manitoba’s 
criminal justice system, field experts 
are recommending the province tap 
into federal rules which allow trained 
psychologists to shoulder some of the 
burden.

“If there’s shortages in the mental 
health area, it’s going to impact the 
legal system, if there’s interplay be-
tween mental health and the law,” clin-
ical forensic psychologist Dr. Barry 
Cooper said in a phone call Wednesday 
from British Columbia.

“It’s clearly the case that there are 
bed shortages, there are assessment 
delays across the country. There’s little 
doubt that by adding qualified clinical 
forensic psychologists to the roster of 
people able to do this, that would miti-
gate delays.”

Currently, Manitoba’s justice system 
is burdened by hospital delays, which 
leave patients waiting in custody — 
sometimes for months — for a berth at 

the specialized Winnipeg Health Sci-
ences Centre unit.

There are just 15 beds and three for-
ensic psychiatrists in the unit to man-
age patients with a range of needs, in-
cluding: fitness for trial assessments, 
criminal responsibility assessment, 
treatment orders, and those who are se-
verely ill and unable to be released to 
the community.

According to a 2019 file review of 
criminal responsibility and fitness for 
trial assessments, conducted by psych-
ologists at the University of Manitoba, 
demand for assessments has risen 
steadily between 2003 and 2019.

In 2015, the data found criminal re-
sponsibility assessments took an aver-
age of around 30 days to complete — in 
line with Criminal Code requirements 
— but by 2019, the average had risen to 
80 days. The Criminal Code mandates 
assessments take no longer than 60 
days to complete.

Cooper sits on a national task force, 
commissioned by the Canadian Psycho-
logical Association, tasked with asking 
government officials to adjust the code 

to specifically allow forensic psycholo-
gists to perform criminal responsibil-
ity and fitness assessments, thereby 
lightening the load for forensic psych-
iatrists.

Forensic psychologists are already 
being called upon to perform specif-
ic testing under the banner of these 
psychiatric assessments, or to provide 
second opinions for defence and Crown 
counsel, Cooper explained. Final re-
ports must still be completed by the 
small complement of forensic psychia-
trists.

“Psychology has a lot to bring to the 
table because we can assess and treat 
mental illness,” he said. “The bene-
fit would be allowing more qualified 
people to do a job that they’re qualified 
to do; it would be increasing the pool of 
qualified professionals.”

In 2005, the Criminal Code opened 
room for both medical professionals 
and “any other person who has been 
designated by the Attorney General as 
being qualified” to perform these as-
sessments.

But in more than 15 years, no 

province has officially opened the 
doors to qualified forensic psycholo-
gists, said Dr. Jo Ann Unger, president 
of the Manitoba Psychological Society.

“Right now, nowhere in Canada are 
clinical forensic psychologists doing 
this independently, but there is op-
portunity to make that happen very 
quickly,” she said in an interview Wed-
nesday. “It would help a lot to be able to 
have them do those independently and 
increase this access for that really im-
portant service.”

To proceed, the minister of justice 
would need to designate clinical foren-
sic psychologists with relevant training 
as permitted to complete the assess-
ments. Currently, Unger said there are 
at least five such psychologists working 
in the province, with ongoing recruit-
ment efforts underway.

Unger said the formal designation 
from Manitoba’s attorney general could 
provide permanent support for the 
growing problem.

“The demand for these assessments 
is increasing every year,” she said, 
“So this shouldn’t be a stopgap solution 

because the gap is going to continue.”
In a statement to the Free Press, 

Manitoba attorney general Cameron 
Friesen noted the province has taken 
an “interdepartmental approach” to the 
backlogged system in order to reduce 
delays and maximize use of resources. 
Whether psychologists will be added to 
the list of qualified assessors, however, 
remains to be seen.

“While there have been calls by MPS 
to allow psychologists to additionally 
undertake these assessments, the issue 
is complex,” Friesen wrote. “The Can-
adian Psychiatric Association has re-
sponded to indicate that there are addi-
tional factors which must be properly 
considered, including; scope of training 
and practice, resource allocation, and 
more.

“In the meantime, our government is 
in the process of hiring additional for-
ensic psychiatrists and working with 
clinical leadership to address the issue 
and free up capacity.”
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LEADERS of Manitoba’s faith-based 
personal care homes are calling on the 
provincial government to make vaccin-
ations mandatory for all staff and es-
sential caregivers in those residences.

“Right from the start, we saw a lot of 
outbreaks in personal care homes due 
to staff,” said Julie Turenne-Maynard, 
executive director of the Interfaith 
Healthcare Association of Manitoba.

The organization, which represents 
31 non-profit personal care homes from 
different faith groups, “has been asking 
the government for months to make a 
decision on this.”

The requests have been sent through 
the Manitoba Association of Residential 
and Community Care Homes for the 
Elderly to the provincial government 
and Manitoba Shared Health, Turenne-
Maynard said, adding “all the members 
of the association feel this way.”

Currently, the faith-based personal 
care homes can’t require staff to be 
vaccinated or even inquire about their 
vaccination status. This is unlike a for-
profit business such as Revera Inc., 
which is mandating proof of vaccina-
tion for all new hires at its 12 personal 
care homes in the province and requir-
ing current unvaccinated staff to be 
tested daily and wear full PPE.

By making vaccinations mandatory 
for staff and essential caregivers, the 
government would bring staff at the 
non-profit homes into line with poli-
cies already in existence requiring all 
indoor visitors to be fully vaccinated, 
Turenne-Maynard said.

That would mean “everyone is on 
the same playing field,” she said. “The 
province could be of great assistance to 
us in keeping our residents safe.”

“A government mandate would be 
very helpful,” agreed  Gary Ledoux, 
chief executive officer of Winnipeg-
based Bethania Group, which includes 
the Bethania and Pembina Place per-
sonal care homes.

Ledoux estimates about 75 per cent of 
group staff are fully vaccinated, based 
on voluntary disclosure.

“People don’t need to tell us now,” 
Ledoux said, adding even if he knew a 
staff member wasn’t vaccinated “there 
is nothing I can do.”

Requiring staff to be vaccinated is 
not a human rights issue for him, but a 
“public health issue.”

If some staff quit because they refuse 
to be vaccinated, Ledoux acknowledged 
it would pose a challenge, since it is 
hard to find replacement staff these 
days.

“But I could live with that,” he said. 
“It’s a risk worth taking to keep staff 
from infecting the residents.

“A government mandate would have 
been better earlier, but now it’s espe-
cially important if there is a fourth 
wave.”

Laurie Cerqueti, CEO of the Saul and 
Claribel Simkin Centre in Winnipeg, 
estimates about 87 per cent of its staff 
are vaccinated, based on voluntary dis-
closure.

If some staff quit rather than be vac-
cinated, she believes the centre can 
handle the extra load.

“There is a lot of public support for 
(mandated vaccinations),” Cerqueti 
said, agreeing she would like to see the 
government move quickly due to the 
rise of novel coronavirus variants.

If the government mandates vaccina-
tion for all staff, all three hope all staff 
at personal care homes will agree to be 
vaccinated.
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