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Three reasons to hire locally
Can’t help wondering how many true members 

of “Team Manitoba” were passed over for the 
positions of Winnipeg Regional Health Author-
ity board chairman Wayne McWhirter (working 
from Arizona), St. Boniface Hospital CEO Mar-
tine Bouchard (visited her husband and children 
in Quebec over holidays), and Manitoba’s top civil 
servant David McLaughlin (visited his family in 
Ontario over holidays).

Are we just not good enough?
SHIRLEY ADAM

Winnipeg

Premier Brian Pallister will likely offer yet an-
other mealy-mouthed rationalization for not dis-
ciplining yet another official who has defied a 
government policy by which everybody else is 
expected to abide.

Health workers, subject to constant exhorta-
tions and expectations to work harder and to 
risk their lives while the chairman of the WRHA 
board enjoys the warm embrace of Arizona, 
must be gritting their teeth as they nevertheless 
continue to do their jobs in the face of such rank 
hypocrisy and disrespect.

They deserve a board chair much better than 
Wayne McWhirter.

ROSS MCLENNAN
Winnipeg

“Do as I say, not as I do.” Sound familiar, Wayne 
McWhirter? Are we supposed to feel better when 
we understand that the chairman of the WRHA is 
working remotely from sunny Arizona?

The spokesperson for the WRHA wants us to 
feel it’s all OK because McWhirter is fully en-
gaged while he is out of the country. This sounds 
like excuses made for Donald Trump by his vari-
ous press secretaries.

MARY-JANE ROBINSON
Winnipeg

Don’t disqualify First Nations
Re: Suggestions for G.G. (Letter, Jan. 26)
Letter writer Michael Melanson says a First 

Nations person serving as governor general 
would be a poor choice as they would enjoy spe-
cial benefits due to the relationship between the 
Crown and First Nations. He states this would be 
a conflict of interest.

If anyone has benefited from a special relation-
ship with the Crown, it’s non-Indigenous Canadi-
ans. Give me a break.

REBECCA CHAMBERS
Winnipeg

Ice castle wastes water
Re: Father-son team makes mark as kings of cool 
with frozen fortress (Jan. 26)

I cannot understand why a person whose job 
is to sell water by the bottle would feel they can 
use tap water from Shoal Lake to make a huge ice 
castle. It filled his time with his son and enter-
tains us, but at what cost? It’s wasting our pre-
cious resource! It has stirred anger in my soul. I 
won’t be driving by to see it.

HEATHER ROBBINS
Winnipeg

Guests must mask up
Re: Allowing Household Gatherings a Risky —
and political — move (Opinion, Jan. 26)

Thank you to columnist Dan Lett for keeping 
the pressure on our incompetent premier.

Lett states: “Inviting someone into your house 
involves prolonged indoor contact that, in most 
cases, will not involve physical distancing, or non-
medical mask use.”

Perhaps Dr. Brent Roussin needs to spell out 
more explicitly that when guests are present, 
masks should be worn in your house and people 
should physically distance.

The inside of your house is not a magical zone 
where COVID-19 cannot spread to non-household 
members. Have people not learned anything yet?

CATHY TRACHTENBERG
Winnipeg

Make autopsies mandatory
Governments are fretting over regulations and 

inspections of long-term care and retirement fa-
cilities when the best answer is simple. They must 
establish minimum standards of care and require 
an autopsy of any LTC or retirement facility resi-
dent who dies in care, to show the cause of death.

The stories we hear about abuse, dehydration, 
malnutrition, neglect, vitamin deficiencies and 
other substandard care indications would be veri-

fied by an autopsy and could establish the facility 
operators’ culpability. Dead men and women do 
tell tales if we take the time to observe.

Care levels in both public and private LTC and 
retirement facilities would soon improve, as fa-
cilities that did not meet care standards would be 
identified and could not attract residents or buy 
liability insurance.

JOHN FELDSTED
Winnipeg

Church services essential
When Winnipeg went into lockdown last spring, 

our church appointed a reopening team to help 
us transition into the new way of “doing church.” 
When allowed, the summer weeks saw us taping 
off pews, ensuring everyone kept the recom-
mended distance, mandating masks and setting 
up hand sanitizing stations at each entrance and 
exit. Door greeters wrote down contact informa-
tion should followup be necessary.

Sitting in our sanctuary for one hour was safer 
than kids sitting in class for six hours a day.

When complete shutdowns were mandated, we 
missed Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

When the malls opened last weekend, it was 
hard to watch streams of happy shoppers and 
then stay home Sunday morning, restricted to 
watching livestreamed services yet again. We are 
all Zoomed out.

For many of us, church is an essential service, 
not a recreational activity.

MARIA FUNK
Winnipeg

Vaccine boss poor hire
Re: Province touts vaccine director’s experience 
in logistics (Jan. 22)

Brian (”give me a break”) Pallister has given us 
Kurt Janzen, a Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries dis-
trict manager, to run the vaccination rollout. Not 
a doctor or scientist of any sort. He’s a business 
guy with an MBA who probably knows zero about 
the logistics of giving needles on a mass scale. 
Any hope is gone.

VICTOR LYSENKO
Winnipeg

Putin strongly supported
Re: Winds of change are blowing toward Putin
(Editorial, Jan. 26)

Your editorial is aspirational but reflects a poor 
understanding of Russian history.

The Russian state was built by autocratic lead-
ers who evinced little concern for civil liberties. 
One only has to think of Ivan the Terrible, Peter 
the Great and Catherine the Great to realize that 
top-down leadership created Russia.

It was not until 1905 that Nicholas the Second 
granted limited democratic reforms to stave off 
massive civil unrest triggered by Russian defeat 
arising from the Russo-Japanese war.

Following the 1917 revolution, Russia became a 
democracy, but its leaders were hopelessly incom-
petent in ending Russia’s involvement in the First 
World War, granting land to the peasants and re-
building Russia’s shattered transportation system.

Lenin accurately described Russia’s democracy 
as a “talking shop.”

Russians are not going to trade an intelligent 
autocrat like Vladimir Putin for bumbling demo-
crats like Alexander Kerensky and Boris Yeltsin. 
Putin has the support of more than 60 per cent 
of the population, a figure that Justin Trudeau 
would kill to have. Furthermore, Russia’s military 
leadership has backed Putin and is not going to 
countenance a leader who becomes a lackey of 
NATO or the EU.

Putin has every reason to sleep soundly.
 KURT CLYDE

Winnipeg

The citizens of Russia are protesting peacefully to 
bring democracy to that country while a contingent 
of violent protesters stormed the U.S. Capitol build-
ing, effectively denouncing democracy in the U.S.

TED SCOLES
Winnipeg

Warm thought for homeless
Re: Main Street Project offers warm place for 
city’s homeless, but pandemic creates new level 
of agony (Jan. 27)

Warming huts on the Assiniboine River, what 
a great idea! What about warming huts for the 
homeless?

SUZANNE GILLIES
Winnipeg
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Care-home reports should be made public
W

HEN the Pallister government launched 
an independent investigation into 
the deadly COVID-19 outbreak at 

Maples Long Term Care Home last fall, there 
was every reason to believe the findings would be 
made public.

More than two months later, the province has 
refused to release the probe’s preliminary find-
ings, with no word on when the public might see a 
final report.

Paramedics were called to the Winnipeg care 
home Nov. 6 when several residents required emer-
gency care. Some were transported to hospital, 
two residents died before paramedics arrived and 
many others required on-site treatment, including 
intravenous hydration. The public only became 
aware of what occurred after a social-media post 
by an anonymous paramedic (who described the 
situation as a “nightmare”) went viral the next day.

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority officials, 
in the following days, acknowledged the care 
home was short-staffed. The facility had less than 
half its scheduled health-care aides working the 
day paramedics were called. Maples officials had 
requested staff support from the WRHA in the 
days leading up to Nov. 6. None was given.

Gina Trinidad, the WRHA’s chief health opera-

tions officer, said the health authority should 
have planned better to ensure care homes had 
adequate staffing levels during the pandemic.

Cameron Friesen, then health minister, de-
flected responsibility for the Maples calamity, 
saying problems at the care home were never 
brought to his attention. Shared Health’s chief 
nursing officer Lanette Siragusa claimed, despite 
an obvious lack of preparedness, that the prov-
ince did everything it could to prevent COVID-19 
from getting into care homes.

Government had a duty to protect some of 
Manitoba’s most vulnerable people. It failed.

Mr. Friesen launched an independent review 
into what went wrong at Maples, saying the probe 
would get to the bottom of what occurred. The ex-
pectation was that those findings would be shared 
with the public. So far, the Pallister government 
has refused to release them.

Lynn Stevenson, a former British Columbia 
deputy minister, was hired to head the investiga-
tion. More than a month has passed since she 
completed her preliminary report; a document 
the province said will not be publicly released. No 
valid reason has been given.

There are many questions about the Maples 
situation to which residents, their families and the 

public deserve answers. Why, for example, did the 
province not act on preliminary plans made earli-
er in the year to beef up staffing at personal-care 
homes to prepare for potential outbreaks? The 
Pallister government had the entire summer to 
plan. The risk of outbreaks in nursing homes was 
well known, especially after a rash of long-term 
care home deaths in Quebec earlier in the year.

The WRHA conducted several inspections at 
Maples in the weeks leading up to the outbreak, 
including an unannounced visit four days before 
paramedics were called. Why did those inspec-
tions not uncover chronic staffing shortages and 
substandard care at the facility?

A spokesperson for the province said this week 
many of the recommendations in the Stevenson 
report have already been implemented. How is 
the public supposed to verify that if government 
refuses to release the findings?

The report may contain information that casts 
a negative light on the province and its oversight 
of personal-care homes. That’s not a reason for 
the Pallister government to refuse to release it. 
The public has a right to know what the investiga-
tion found, including what steps should be taken 
to ensure residents are given the care and dignity 
they deserve.
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