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COVID-19 AT A GLANCE

Cases:
MANITOBA

Confirmed: 58,322
Resolved: 56,772
Deaths: 1,188
Active: 362

CANADA

Confirmed: 1,476,149
Resolved: 1,424,629
Deaths: 26,849
Active: 24,671

(As of 6 p.m. Tuesday)

The latest from Manitoba:
● Manitoba had 40 new cases of COVID-19 and no new 
deaths on Tuesday. There were 19 cases in the Winnipeg 
health region, 10 in the Northern health region, four 
each in Prairie Mountain Health and Southern Health 
and three in the Interlake-Eastern. On Tuesday, there 
were 362 active cases in the province. The province’s 
five-day test positivity rate was 2.4 per cent.

● The province is extending the state of emergency 
that was imposed when the pandemic started last year. 
Infrastructure Minister Ron Schuler said the state of 
emergency would be extended for 30 days. “With our 
vaccination rates steadily climbing, we can help control 
the spread of COVID-19, but we need Manitobans to 
continue to follow the fundamentals to ensure we can 
hit our final milestone to safely reopen the province,” 
he said.

Vaccine eligibility:

● All Manitobans born on or before Dec. 31, 2009 are 
eligible to schedule a first-dose vaccine appointment. 
Anyone who has received a first dose of any vaccine can 
now book their second-dose appointment. There must 
be a minimum of 28 days between receiving the first 
and second shots.

The latest from elsewhere:

● Minnesota health officials say they’re nervous about 
the large crowds expected at the Minnesota State Fair 
in St. Paul as the highly contagious delta variant of the 
coronavirus continues to circulate statewide. Minnesota 
State Fair officials last week strongly urged fairgoers to 
wear masks indoors and in crowded outdoor settings but 
declined to require mask wearing, proof of vaccinations 

or negative tests. Just over 71 per cent of Minnesotans 16 
and older have received at least one dose as of Sunday.

● The number of daily coronavirus cases in Israel is 
nearing the record set in January. The government 
reported Tuesday that 9,831 new cases had been 
registered a day earlier, the highest since the record of 
10,000 new cases was set in mid-January. The number 
is notable because more than 5.5 million of Israel’s 9.3 
million citizens have received two doses of the vaccine, 
one of the fastest vaccination drives in the world. In 
recent weeks, the delta variant has driven a surge of 
infections and with it, new restrictions. Nearly 1.6 mil-
lion people have received a third jab. 

● A Pennsylvania woman who pleaded guilty to 
coughing and spitting on food at a supermarket in the 
early days of the coronavirus pandemic was sentenced 
Tuesday to at least a year in jail. Authorities said 

Margaret Ann Cirko, 37, entered a Gerrity’s Supermar-
ket location in Hanover Township, near Wilkes-Barre, 
on March 25, 2020, and purposely coughed on fresh 
produce and other merchandise while yelling that she 
had the virus and that everyone would get sick. Over 
US$35,000 worth of merchandise had to be thrown 
out as a result of what Gerrity’s had called a “twisted 
prank.” Cirko was sentenced to one to two years in jail, 
to be followed by eight years of probation. She also was 
ordered to pay nearly US$30,000 in restitution.

Quote:
“The blame here belongs to the virus, not with anyone 
who worked in that nursing home.”

— Lawyer Michael Jennings argues for a court case 
to be dismissed against former officials at a Mas-
sachusetts care home where 88 residents died

MANITOBANS who work in 
many professions will be 
required to be fully vacci-

nated against COVID-19. Those who 
aren’t must be tested and produce 
negative results as much as three 
times a week.

The province’s new policy, which 
was announced Tuesday, affects 
front-line workers. The Free Press
spoke to affected groups about their 
views.

Education

As far as teachers, trustees and 
parents are concerned, the latest 
COVID-19 measures will help set up a 
safe return to school as a fourth wave 
looms.

The Manitoba Teachers’ Society 
and Manitoba School Boards Asso-
ciation both praised the province for 
announcing Tuesday masks will be 
made mandatory for all grades and 
frequent testing will be required for 
staff who cannot prove they are fully 
immunized.

James Bedford, who represents more 
than 16,000 public school teachers, 
called the announcements “welcome 
news” that alleviates stress for every-
one in the school system.

Over the last week, the union 
president and his colleagues had been 
calling on the province to mandate 
vaccination among public school em-
ployees.

“We’ve been listened to and that’s 
comforting,” said Bedford. “I feel bet-
ter about going into this school year 
than I did the last school year.”

Last year, the teachers society was 
unsuccessful in its efforts to lobby the 
province to require all students in kin-
dergarten and up to wear face cover-
ings at school. The province only ever 
mandated face coverings for students 
in Grade 4 and up in 2020-21.

Alan Campbell, president of the 
school boards association, echoed 
Bedford’s reaction Tuesday. Campbell 
added he is confident school boards 
can work with officials to set up testing 
options for unvaccinated individuals 
before Sept. 7.

Safe September MB also took the 
win, although the grassroots advocacy 
group indicated Tuesday it will contin-
ue to pressure the province to enhance 
ventilation and improve remote-learn-
ing options before students return to 
classrooms.

The group wants the province to 
make COVID-19 vaccination a require-
ment for all eligible students to attend 

in-person learning.
Meantime, Bedford said he believes 

the decision to immunize minors is 
best left in the hands of parents.

The Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, which represents educa-
tional assistants, custodians, and other 
support staff who work in schools 
across the province, did not provide 
an interview; staff is studying the an-
nouncement.

Health care

Medical professionals are rejoicing 
at the province’s announcement to re-
quire direct health-care workers to be 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 

“This is a very happy day,” Dr. 
Anand Kumar, an ICU physician, said 
Tuesday. “We have some hope.”

Kumar said he “strongly approves” 
the steps Manitoba is taking ahead of 
the fourth wave.

“As it stands right now, the wave that 
we’re going to see (will) be substan-
tially focused on those regions of the 

province that are under-vaccinated,” 
he said.

The new measures, including requir-
ing masks in public indoor spaces and 
vaccination for sectors of front-line 
workers, will help keep community 
spread down and protect children, who 
are ineligible for vaccination, Kumar 
said. And, a fleet of fully vaccinated 
health-care staff means fewer workers 
will need to isolate because of infection.

“We have a much better chance of 
being able to handle the surge that is 
going to come our way,” Kumar said. 
“The only thing that you could do 
better is vaccinate everybody in the 
province who’s eligible, but this is a 
very good start.”

Dr. Kristjan Thompson, president of 
Doctors Manitoba, called the doubling 
down on vaccinations “the right thing 
to do.”

Both he and Kumar said the physi-
cians they know are fully vaccinated.

“All health-care providers have a 
duty to protect their patients,” Thomp-
son said. “The vaccine... is our best 
way to protect patients as we battle CO-

VID-19. It shouldn’t be controversial — 
in my opinion, it’s a no-brainer.”

He said he hopes the new measures 
will increase public confidence.

“I don’t anticipate any physician to 
have an issue with getting vaccinated,” 
Thompson said. “There’s always going 
to be outliers, in any profession... but 
I would say that is a very, very, very 
small minority, if at all.”

Jan Legeros, executive director of 
the Long Term and Continuing Care 
Association of Manitoba, echoed 
Thompson’s views that health-care 
workers will appreciate the mandate.

“We’re all worried about the delta 
variant,” she said, adding she’s pleased 
the government is taking a proactive 
approach to combating the fourth wave. 
“This just makes so much sense.”

The Manitoba Nurses Union is 
speaking with health regions regard-
ing the province’s mandate.

“With the delta variant on the rise 
across Canada, getting vaccinated is 
now more important than ever,” said 
president Darlene Jackson.

In a written statement, the College of 

Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba 
told the Free Press it supports the mea-
sures. It can’t identify unvaccinated 
members, but that “may change in the 
future,” a spokesperson said.

Child care

The province would be remiss if it 
hadn’t included early learning and 
child care workers in Tuesday’s an-
nouncement, especially considering 
the fact that the vast majority of their 
“clientele” aren’t able to get vaccinat-
ed, Manitoba Child Care Association 
executive director Jodie Kehl said.

“By clear definition of a vulnerable 
population, the entire group that early 
learning and child-care works for is 
vulnerable… from the onset of COVID 
we’ve talked about the fact that young 
children just developmentally are inca-
pable of practising some of the safety 
protocols that you or I might be able to 
do as adults,” she said.

The group had recommended all 
workers be vaccinated and maintain 
hygiene guidelines long before the 
announcement and most child-care 
operators were relieved to have a blan-
ket policy consistent with the rules in 
place for schools.

“When it comes as a policy from the 
provincial government, from a public 
health order, it takes that onus off the 
child-care employers,” she said.

In Manitoba, 44 per cent of child-
care facilities are on school property.

Operators are waiting for further 
information on how policies for regular 
COVID-19 testing will proceed without 
disrupting the workday, Kehl said.

“I do know (policy updates) will be 
coming out to facilities, which hopeful-
ly will include that information about 
how they now do that monitoring of 
staff that are not vaccinated,” she said.

Corrections officers

The Manitoba Government and 
General Employees’ Union released a 
statement on behalf of its members, 
including correctional officers.

“As we enter a fourth wave of the 
pandemic, it’s more important than 
ever that Manitobans do everything 
possible to protect each other and our 
communities, and slow the spread of 
this virus… the MGEU encourages 
our members, and all Manitobans, to 
get vaccinated,” president Michelle 
Gawronsky said.

“At the same time, we welcome the 
alternatives offered, which provide for 
medical accommodations, and ongoing 
testing, to ensure that our workplaces, 
and those we serve, are protected.”

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
gabrielle.piche@freepress.mb.ca
malak.abas@freepress.mb.ca

Vaccine, testing directive earns praise
MAGGIE MACINTOSH, 
GABRIELLE PICHÉ AND MALAK ABAS

Front-line workers welcome rollout of provincial measures to combat coronavirus fourth wave

T
HE problem with the Pallister 
government’s yo-yo approach to 
public health orders, including 

this week’s reinstatement of manda-
tory masks, is that it makes it difficult 
to get public buy-in.

Premier Brian Pallister announced 
Tuesday the province is reversing its 
decision on face coverings, making it 
law again that masks must be worn in 
all indoor public places. Later in the 
week, the province will also release 
details on an expanded list of public 

venues that will require people to be 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 
That may include places like movie 
theatres, museums, art galleries and 
restaurants. Proof of vaccination was 
previously required in those places. 
However, in a surprise move, the 
province eliminated the rule earlier 
this month, claiming Manitoba was 
entering a “post-pandemic” phase 
(even though the more-contagious 
delta variant was already driving up 
cases and hospitalizations around the 
world).

Flip-flopping on public health orders 
is problematic, especially when it 
occurs in such a short time frame. It 
erodes confidence in government and 
discourages compliance.

It also suggests public health deci-
sions are being overly influenced by 
political considerations.

There was no evidence-based reason 
for lifting the mask mandate in the 
first place. When the decision was 
made in early August, the delta variant 
was already circulating widely and 

public health officials acknowledged 
that a fourth wave was inevitable. 
There was also no science-based 
reason for eliminating vaccine require-
ments for any public place.

“At that time the level of risk allowed 
for it,” Dr. Brent Roussin, the chief 
provincial public health officer, said 
Tuesday.

And less than three weeks later it 
doesn’t? That’s a stretch.

Reinstating the measures is the right 
move, although the jury is still out on 
how far the Pallister government is 
prepared to go.

Vaccines should be required for all 
non-essential businesses, including 
bars, restaurants, gyms, recreational 
and entertainment facilities, museums 
and art galleries. Immunization rates 
have stalled at about 65 per cent of the 
total population. That’s nowhere near 
levels required to protect the province 
against the delta variant.  

Making vaccines mandatory for 
health-care workers, educators and 
other public-facing civil servants was 

also welcome news Tuesday; although 
it should have been made mandatory 
weeks ago. It means some teachers 
and other school employees will not be 
fully immunized until October, a month 
after classes begin.

That’s been the fatal flaw in the 
Pallister government’s response to the 
pandemic since the beginning. The 
province has continually reacted after 
the fact, especially during the third 
wave.

Pallister still clung to the senseless 
argument Tuesday that Manitoba “suc-
cessfully” delayed the third wave, as 
if it were some type of victory. In fact, 
government ignored evidence from 
neighbouring jurisdictions (where 
cases and hospitalizations were rising 
rapidly) and dismissed advice from 
infectious disease experts to reinstate 
strict public health measures.

The results were deadly. Hospitals 
were overwhelmed and Manitoba was 
the only province forced to airlift 
critical care patients to neighbouring 
jurisdictions. How much, if any, politi-

cal interference played a role in that 
will probably never be known.

“We’ve seen this movie before, we 
don’t want to see it again,” Pallister 
said Tuesday.

No, we don’t. But that means taking 
immediate steps to protect Manitobans 
and sticking with them. The yo-yo ap-
proach undermines those efforts.

Manitoba’s case numbers are still 
relatively low. It’s the only province 
outside of Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land where COVID-19 cases are not on 
the rise. That’s likely in part because 
many Manitobans continued to take 
measures to protect themselves and 
others, including wearing masks 
indoors, despite government’s relaxed 
rules.

But it won’t last. Manitoba needs 
strict rules to prevent the unvaccinated 
from frequenting public places, includ-
ing schools, to mitigate the effects of a 
fourth wave. Manitoba can’t afford any 
more half measures.

tom.brodbeck@freepress.mb.ca

Manitoba’s yo-yo approach undermines COVID-19 fight
TOM BRODBECK

OPINION

MARY ALTAFFER / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILES

All provincial employees who work with vulnerable groups will be required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or undergo regular testing.
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