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C
ITY councillors will, after years of 
community opposition and debate, 
finally consider a development 

proposal for a new Winnipeg Police Ser-
vice north district station at the end of 
the month.

The roughly 33,000-square-foot facil-
ity would be built on a 4.9-acre section 
of the Old Exhibition Grounds at 80 Sin-
clair St., along with 178 parking spaces 
and a community ceremonial garden.

The proposal will go to the council-
lors sitting on the Lord Selkirk-West 
Kildonan community committee hear-
ing Jan. 31. If it’s endorsed there, it will 
require a city council vote in order to 
move forward.

The plan requires the demolition of 
the Winnipeg Aboriginal Sport Achieve-
ment Centre, which would move its 
operations to a new space at Sergeant 
Tommy Prince Place Arena, which is 

also located on the Old Ex grounds.
The arena would be converted into 

a fieldhouse, tennis courts at the site 
would be upgraded and an abandoned 
outdoor ice rink would also be removed 
to make way for the station.

The proposed location sparked heat-
ed debate in 2017, when many residents 
complained it would eliminate already 
scarce recreation space in the neigh-
bourhood. But Coun. Markus Cham-
bers, chairman of the Winnipeg Police 
Board, said the current design should 
not have a significant impact on ath-
letes and teams using the grounds.

Chambers (St. Norbert-Seine River) 
said the placement of the station should 
benefit the surrounding community.

“It enhances community safety in 
the area… having that bulk or nucleus 
of people and activities going on, (there 
are many) more eyes on the street,” he 
said, adding he envisions the ceremoni-
al garden as a place to host Indigenous 

community events where members of 
the police service would be welcome.

“Those are the opportunities to con-
nect the service with the community… 
it would be involved in activities of a 
cultural nature that would allow police 
to be part of those activities and build 
those relationships,” he said.

The garden is expected to feature 
medicinal plants, birch trees, a lock-
able fire pit and natural seating (such as 
stumps and boulders), while also includ-
ing space to “permit the installation of a 
teepee,” a city report notes.

The first plan to locate the station 
at the Old Ex Grounds was abandoned 
about five years ago over its potential 
impact on recreation, including a risk it 
might displace the North Winnipeg No-
mads football club. The site was chosen 
again in 2020 after a new design with a 
smaller footprint was created to allow 
sports fields to, largely, remain in place.

At least one community group still has 

concerns, fearing it could add unwanted 
traffic near a well-used recreation area.

“If you’ve got kids running out in the 
field and (more traffic) coming in and 
out of there (that’s a concern),” said 
Darrell Warren, president of the Wil-
liam Whyte Residents Association. “The 
other thing that concerns me is if they 
(eventually) need more space for park-
ing (or an expansion) what are they go-
ing to do, expropriate more field?”

Warren doesn’t oppose the decision to 
build a new police station but believes 
there are better locations for it.

“The Old Ex… is a beautiful site and 
we’d hate to lose (any of) that green 
space,” he said.

There are baseball diamonds on the 
grounds in addition to the football field.

Both Chambers and the Winnipeg Po-
lice Service have said replacement is 
urgently needed for the current north 
district station at 266 Hartford Ave.

For at least two years, WPS has 

warned that facility suffers from leaks 
and plumbing issues, leaving it at great 
risk of a sudden closure.

“The current station has been in a bad 
condition and only critical repairs were 
done in the last few years, further dete-
riorating the station,” Abdul Aziz, man-
ager of the WPS services division told 
the Free Press Tuesday in an emailed 
statement.

With 99 per cent of the design now 
complete, WPS hopes construction can 
start this year, Aziz added.

The city has approved $25.7 million 
for the station, though finance officials 
warn the price could rise to nearly 
$27.9 million, depending on construc-
tion bids. Another $5.9 million from the 
city’s recreation and library investment 
strategy would be spent to upgrade the 
Old Ex Arena.
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City has plan for new police station
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Proposal maintains, upgrades Old Ex rec facilities, adds ceremonial garden councillor hopes can build bridges

ALMOST all of the city’s long-term care 
homes are currently battling outbreaks 
during the latest pandemic wave.

The Winnipeg Regional Health Au-
thority said 34 of 39 long-term care 
facilities in the Manitoba capital have 
declared active COVID-19 outbreaks; 
resulting in 25 deaths so far.

In a statement Tuesday, the WRHA 
said an outbreak is declared with hav-
ing two active cases (whether residents, 
staff or visitors) linked within 14 days 
of each other, with at least one having 
been infected at the facility.

“The WRHA has implemented and 
is managing a comprehensive sys-
tem-wide approach to protect and care 
for residents and staff at Winnipeg PCH 
facilities with COVID-19 outbreaks,” 
the authority said.

“This involves co-ordination with 

WRHA clinical management, PCH 
management and staff, regional pro-
grams, and community partners.”

Jan Legeros, executive director of the 
Long Term & Continuing Care Associa-
tion of Manitoba, said while there have 
been many facilities grappling with out-
breaks, the impact is not hitting fragile 
seniors like earlier waves did.

“We’re certainly having fewer trag-
ic outcomes — that’s good news,” said 
Legeros.

“We’ve had a few (centres) recover 
from outbreak, but then went back into 
outbreak again. It comes and goes, and 
I guess that’s the way it is with the high, 
high community spread (of the Omicron 
variant). We don’t even know where 
those numbers are now.”

Legeros said there have been some 
staff shortages, but that concern is also 
different than previous waves.

“We saw that before, but thankfully 

this time, the staff can come back after 
five days of feeling well if they are fully 
vaccinated,” she said.

“Fully vaccinated designated family 
caregivers can come, too. And probably 
98 per cent of residents are fully vac-
cinated and have the booster, so most 
weren’t as terribly ill. We also have 
monoclonal therapy, too.

“And we are so much wiser in know-
ing what to look for.”

The Convalescent Home of Winnipeg, 
where three residents have tested posi-
tive, is just one of the facilities with an 
outbreak of COVID.

“We are ever so thankful that all 
symptoms were mild, the spread was 
contained, and we now only have three 
residents who continue to be on precau-
tions, with the expectation that these 
three will soon also be on our fully re-
covered list,” said development co-ordi-
nator Sherry Heppner.

“We do feel that the vaccinations and 
booster shots helped tremendously and, 
of course, the efforts of all our staff.”

The WRHA suspended visitation in 
personal care homes starting Dec. 31. 

Heppner said the facility doesn’t know 
yet when they will be allowed again.

“We will this week be starting dis-
cussions on how best to proceed — of 
course, exercising due care and caution 
because of recognizing that community 
spread is so very rampant. It would be 
tremendously hard on everyone if just 
after reintroducing family/friend visits, 
that we would have to stop them again.”

Four of the local care homes operated 
by Ontario-based Revera Inc. — Beacon 
Hill Lodge, Charleswood, Kildonan and 
Poseidon — have active outbreaks.

A Revera spokesperson could not be 
reached Tuesday. On Dec. 31, the com-
pany said Beacon Hill’s outbreak began 
Dec. 20, with eight staff testing positive; 

by Dec. 31, 13 staff and 10 residents had 
tested positive for the virus.

The three Actionmarguerite care 
homes (St. Boniface, St. Vital and St. Jo-
seph) are dealing with outbreaks.

According to a statement, St. Boniface 
has recorded three pandemic deaths, 45 
active resident cases, and 73 staff test 
positive in total (with 60 of them since 
recovered); St. Vital has logged one 
death, seven active cases with residents 
(22 recovered) and 25 staff (21 recov-
ered); and St. Joseph has had one death, 
eight residents with active cases, and 22 
staff who tested positive (16 recovered).

“Let us all pause for a moment to rec-
ognize the impacts of this pandemic on 
everyone and remain hope filled that it 
will, like all pandemics, end,” Micheline 
St-Hilaire, Actionmarguerite chief ex-
ecutive officer, said in a statement.
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THE Winnipeg Jets received maximum support from just 1.8 
per cent of their usual fan base inside Canada Life Centre Tues-
day night.

No, the crowd didn’t turn on them.
In truth, only a small fraction of the downtown rink was occu-

pied as the Jets played on home ice for the first time since Dec. 
19. Capacity has been capped at 250 for Winnipeg’s two NHL 
contests this week under current provincial health orders, set 
to expire Feb. 1.

“It’s like you’re that billionaire who buys out the whole rink for 
all his friends,” said Rob Ferrand, with a laugh.

Thousands of season-ticket holders were given a chance 
last week to be among 125 pairs of spectators. Ferrand and 
his 16-year-old son, Mathieu, were among the fortunate few to 
watch the visiting Florida Panthers battle the Jets.

The Ferrands had to shuffle over just a few seats from where 
they normally sit in Section 216.

Spectators were confined to the west side of the rink — behind 
the team benches — with no more than four people to a row.

Florida hit the scoreboard first just over two minutes into the 
game as Panthers forward Mason Marchment tipped the puck 
past goalie Connor Hellebuyck’s glove.

Rob said there was no indication from the sparse crowd any-
thing untoward had occurred.

“It was really odd. There was no sound at all,” he said. “Usu-
ally, there’s some kind of crowd reaction to every play on the 
ice. But if you weren’t watching, you wouldn’t have known some-
thing happened.”

Bill and Mary Rutherford are usually perched in Section 208 
but moved across the arena to Section 221 for the good-old un-
usual hockey game.

Their nearest neighbours were a row behind and six seats 
away.

“It’s quite an experience. We’re glad we’re here but it’s very 
different,” said Mary, after the opening 20 minutes.

The first opportunity for fans to spring from their seats came 
at 8:19 of the first period when Jets veteran centre Paul Stastny 
tied the game 1-1. It was impossible to discern the actual noise 
generated by the roughly 21 dozen paying customers, owing to 
the decibel level of the canned crowd noise.

“It was awesome,” Mary said of Stastny’s ninth tally of the 
year. She had no difficulty hearing her own cheers for the first 
time this season. “We need a couple more goals.”

Another 250 will be in the rink Thursday when the Jets host 
the Vancouver Canucks.
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Fans celebrate a Jets goal against the Panthers. Only 250 spectators were allowed in for Tuesday’s game due to COVID-19 restrictions.


