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A Winnipeg care home where 56 res-
idents died of COVID-19 early in the 
pandemic is battling another outbreak, 
sparking concerns about the level of 
service being provided at the facility.

As of Sunday, 17 residents of Maples 
personal care home had active cases of 
COVID-19, while 10 staff members had 
also tested positive and were self-iso-
lating at home.

“The residents are in good care, 
receive daily assessments and our 
staffing levels are good,” according 
to an email sent to family members of 
residents by Leonora De Lino, resident 
care manager, on behalf of Rechelle 
Flores, Maples executive director.

De Lino also said 70 residents who 
were eligible have received their 
fourth dose of vaccine. “Thank you 
again for your ongoing patience, kind-
ness and support.”

On Monday, Rhian Brynjolson said she 
is worried because she has a vulnerable 
family member in their 70s at Maples, 
who they have been trying to move to 
another care home for more than a year.

“He was there during the (second 
wave) outbreak and he contracted 
COVID,” Brynjolson said.

“It was traumatic for him… but I do 
think they have wonderful staff and 
they are doing a good job there. I want 
to know what the (Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority) is doing to ensure 
there is adequate care there.”

Eddie Calisto-Tavares echoed those 
thoughts Monday.

She lost her 88-year-old father, 
Manuel dos Santos de Sousa Calisto, 
at Maples during the second wave of 
the pandemic. She now leads a group 
of families pushing for changes in the 
long-term care system.

“It doesn’t surprise me there is an-
other outbreak there,” Calisto-Tavares 
said. “It’s low staffing — that continues 
to be a problem.

“And it is because it is all ‘back to 
normal’ — but it isn’t. We still have to 
do all the fundamentals, especially in 
vulnerable communities, and seniors 
are the most vulnerable population.”

The facility was hit hard by an out-
break that lasted from Oct. 20, 2020, to 
Jan. 12, 2021. When paramedics were 
called at one point, they found seniors 
had died unnoticed in their beds.

By the time the outbreak was over, 
157 residents had been infected and 56 
of them had died, and 74 staff mem-
bers were also infected.

Maples  
outbreak  
reminder of 
care home 
vulnerability
KEVIN ROLLASON
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Sandbags are prepared in Elie on Monday as the RM of Cartier readies for high-water levels. The rural municipality is one of many areas facing overland, river or creek flooding.

M
ORE than 1,000 residents of 
Peguis First Nation have been 
forced to flee their homes 

amid severe flooding, with the worst 
still to come in Manitoba communities 
combating overflowing streams.

Peguis Chief Glenn Hudson said 
he was still waiting for a response 
Monday after asking Ottawa to send in 
the military to help the overwhelmed 
First Nation, about 170 kilometres 
northwest of Winnipeg.

“The water levels are the highest 
ever that we’ve had in our communi-
ty,” Hudson said. “People themselves 
have every emotion, from sadness to 
anger in terms of having to leave their 
homes.”

Hudson said he was working with 
Indigenous Services Canada and the 
community’s member of Parliament, 
Niki Ashton, on the request for mili-
tary aid.

Ashton (Churchill—Keewatinook 
Aski) raised the matter during 
question period, but Ottawa gave no 
indication it will send troops to the 

flood zone.
Vance Badawey, the parliamentary 

secretary to Indigenous Services 
Minister Patty Hajdu, said the federal 
government will work with Peguis “to 
ensure that they have the resources 
and supports that they need.”

There appeared to be confusion over 
the protocol to request military help.

ISC spokesman Matthew Gutsch 
said the federal government will 
“carefully review” any requests for 
military assistance if local resources 
aren’t sufficient.

He said some homes in Fisher River, 
Kinonjeoshtegon and Long Plain First 
Nations have been evacuated due to 
flooding.

A Canadian Armed Forces spokes-
person said the province would have 
to make a formal request for assis-
tance to Public Safety Canada.

However, a spokesman for the prov-
ince said it “does not play a part in 
that request and is not involved in its 
authorization.”

“ISC, as the entity responsible, 
needs to make such a request directly 
to Public Safety Canada,” the spokes-

person said. “The military therefore 
deploys in Manitoba First Nations 
without a provincial request for assis-
tance. This happened numerous times 
during COVID.”

Public Safety Canada did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Peguis is under a local state of 
emergency and a mandatory evacu-
ation order after heavy rain and ice 
jams caused the Fisher River to spill 
its banks, said Hudson.

The water level is already higher 
than the previous record flood of 2011, 
he said.

Evacuees from Peguis are staying 
in hotels in Winnipeg, Selkirk and 
Gimli, but some residents have stayed 
behind even though their homes have 
been flooded.

Cindy Sutherland, 46, said she and 
her husband and their 18-year-old 
son were pumping water out of their 
basement, where it was ankle deep, to 
try to save their house.

“It’s coming in through the base-
ment windows. We tried covering 
them with sandbags,” said Sutherland. 
“Outside, you need hip-waders to get 

to us. You can’t get to us in a regular 
truck because the water is so deep and 
the current is so strong. We’re on our 
own.”

Sutherland assumed they will be 
forced to leave at some point.

“Once our pumps go out and we 
run out of gas, our whole house will 
be underwater,” she said. “It’s a bad 
situation we’re in right now. It’s like 
one big lake across most of (Peguis). 
People have lost their homes already.”

Sutherland said the community was 
caught off guard.

A post on the First Nation’s Face-
book page last Wednesday said river 
levels were decreasing, and communi-
ty officials were not expecting a flood.

Hudson said the province’s forecast 
predicted “low to no flooding,” but ice 
jams caused the river to back up and 
inundate part of the community.

He said staff are working around 
the clock to set up flood-protection 
measures such as sandbag dikes and 
dams that use water-filled tubes, and 
they’re exhausted.

Rising waters create rush of concerns
CHRIS KITCHING

T
HE Winnipeg Jets logo includes a 
stylized compass pointing north, 
which is both a not-so-subtle nod 

to the ownership group and an indica-
tor of where the franchise intends to 
go.

A slow, steady climb towards the top 

of the NHL’s mountain began in 2011, 
and the organization nearly reached 
the summit during a magical spring 
of 2018. A memorable six-week playoff 
run, filled with frenzied Whiteouts 
and raucous downtown street parties, 
was touted as the start of something 
special. The excitement was palpable. 
The connection between the club and 
the hockey-crazed community stronger 
than ever.

Now, just four years later, the Jets 
appear to have completely lost their 

way. The team is broken, closer to 
competing for the first-overall draft 
pick than the Stanley Cup. So, too, is 
the culture that we’re led to believe is 
an integral part of their DNA.

Frustrated players are pointing 
fingers the likes of which you rarely 
see in professional sports. If guys 
like Paul Stastny and Kyle Connor 
and Pierre-Luc Dubois and Nikolaj 
Ehlers are being this candid about 
existing issues in front of the cam-
era, imagine what they’re saying 

behind closed doors.
I’m told there was a heated play-

ers-only meeting last month in Flori-
da, after the Jets had been outscored 
13-5 by the Panthers and Lightning 
on back-to-back nights, where plenty 
of voices were raised and grievances 
aired. No coincidence that the truth 
bombs started getting dropped public-
ly following the Tampa Bay loss. It’s 
as if some on the team realized they 
were banging their heads against a 
wall, deciding to take their cries for 

help to the media.
Desperate times, meet desperate 

measures. Don’t let Kevin Chevelday-
off’s attempted spin and deflection on 
Monday fool you — this is not normal 
behaviour, nor is it healthy. It speaks 
to major internal issues that are finally 
coming to light, so significant they 
can’t be ignored or swept under the rug 
any longer.

Chevy gets three more years to fix broken Jets, a mess he helped create

OPINION

MIKE MCINTYRE

 ● McINTYRE, CONTINUED ON A2
 ● MORE COVERAGE / D1-2

Peguis chief asks for military help as Red Cross arranges aid for evacuees; 18 other communities in states of emergency

 ● FLOOD, CONTINUED ON A2 ● CARE HOMES, CONTINUED ON A2
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The Canadian Red Cross in Manito-
ba is helping residents to ensure they 
have a place to stay, food and basic 
essentials such as hygiene products, 
said spokesman Jason Small.

Many communities in southern and 
central Manitoba are dealing with 
overland, river or creek flooding fol-
lowing a series of Colorado low weath-
er systems that hit the region with 
snow and rain over the past month.

The latest dumped about 40 to 50 mil-
limetres of rain in the Red River Basin 
over the weekend. Between 30 and 50 
millimetres fell across the Interlake 
and areas east of Lake Winnipeg.

In Arborg, staff and volunteers in 
the Interlake town have built sandbag 
dikes at 15 to 20 properties to protect 
them from the swollen Icelandic River.

“The river is right up. It’s full,” said 
Deputy Mayor Ron Johnston. “We’re 
monitoring it right now and filling 
sandbags and getting ready. Every-
body’s pretty secure. We’ve received 
tremendous help from volunteers.”

As of Monday afternoon, 18 com-
munities, not including Peguis, have 
declared states of local emergency.

“By and large, this allows them to 
access private property with flood-pro-
tection equipment,” said Johanu Botha, 
assistant deputy minister responsible 
for emergency management and Man-
itoba EMO.

He expects Manitoba to be in “flood 
response mode” until early June.

The province closed Highway 75 on 
the south side of Morris on Monday 
evening to protect the town, after 
sealing the north side of its ring dike 
April 29.

South of Winnipeg, provincial flood 
forecasters expect the Red River 
to peak between Emerson and the 
floodway inlet at levels similar to 2009 
during the second week of May.

In the Rural Municipality of Ritchot, 
evacuation notices have been distribut-
ed to more than 110 homes, said Mayor 
Chris Ewen. He said crews were pre-
paring to close St. Adolphe’s east dike 
as early as Monday night.

At least 27 homes in the Rural Munic-
ipality of Montcalm have been ordered 
to evacuate, a news release stated.

In the Red River Valley, community 
ring dikes and most individual proper-
ties are protected against 1997 flood 
levels plus two feet.

The floodway and Portage Diversion 
remain in operation to reduce water 
levels in Winnipeg. A flood warning for 
Sturgeon Creek is still in effect.

The Colorado low that hit over the 
weekend was the third to dump rain and/
or snow on Manitoba in as many weeks.

Forecasters are predicting dry and 
sunny conditions over the coming 
days, with daytime highs of about 20 
C between Thursday and Saturday in 
southern Manitoba.

“It should be the warmest week so far 
this year,” said Scott Kehler, president 
and chief scientist of Weatherlogics.

However, more rain is expected 
Friday and Saturday, and another Colo-
rado low could hit Manitoba early next 
week. The storm’s track and potential 
rainfall amounts are still unclear.

“Even though most models are fore-
casting a low-pressure system, it’s not 
necessarily written in stone just yet,” 
said Environment Canada meteorolo-
gist Sara Hoffman.

chris.kitching@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @chriskitching

Communities in peril

ASIDE from Peguis, states of local emergency have 
been declared in these 18 municipalities as of 
Monday afternoon, according to the province:

 ● RM of Cartier
 ● RM of Morris
 ● RM of Ritchot
 ● RM of Fisher
 ● RM of Montcalm
 ● City of Morden
 ● Town of Winnipeg Beach
 ● Municipality of Pembina
 ● Town of Arborg
 ● RM of Armstrong
 ● RM of Dufferin
 ● Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
 ● RM of Grey
 ● RM of Headingley
 ● RM of Thompson
 ● RM of West Interlake
 ● RM of St. Laurent
 ● RM of Grahamdale

It was so bad the province called 
for an external probe, with the review 
finding the home was poorly equipped 
to care for the extremely sick seniors 
because of severe staff shortages and 
lack of preparation.

A spokesman for Ontario-based Re-
vera Inc., which owns the Maples, did 
not return a call for comment Monday.

Jan Legeros, executive director of 
the Long Term & Continuing Care As-
sociation of Manitoba, said it’s not just 
the Maples where vulnerable seniors 
are once again battling COVID-19.

“More than 50 per cent of the homes 
are in outbreak in the city alone — and 
it probably holds true across the prov-
ince and the country,” Legeros said.

“Thankfully, almost everybody is 
vaccinated. About 98 per cent of the 
residents are vaccinated and now we 
are just giving out the fourth dose. 
They are as protected as they can be.”

However, Legeros said, unfortunate-
ly not all sector staff are vaccinated.

“Revera and Extendicare have policy 
where all staff has to be vaccinated, 
but not all do,” she said. “But all the 
homes are still screening.

“We are being told we have to learn 
to live with it, but COVID is still out 
there in very high numbers. People 
have to ensure they don’t pass it to 
other vulnerable persons. People need 
to be thinking of others and not just 
themselves.”

According to the Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority, there are currently 
17 senior residences in the city grap-
pling with COVID-19 outbreaks.

Outbreaks continue in wards of 
Grace, Concordia, St. Boniface, Victo-
ria General and Seven Oaks General 
hospitals, Health Sciences Centre and 
Misericordia Health Centre. St. Amant 
has also declared an outbreak.

WRHA spokeswoman Bobbi-Jo Stan-
ley said it has staff who work to sup-
port sites when they have an outbreak, 
and there are processes in place to 
allow the transfer of staff from other 
WRHA facilities, if needed.

NDP MLA Mintu Sandhu, who rep-
resents the Maples constituency,  said 
the province needs to step in now to 
help the area care home, because Man-
itobans will never forget the tragic 
deaths at occurred there.

“The PC government failed in their 
responsibility to protect seniors and 
they never held Revera accountable 
for lying about their lack of staffing,” 
Sandhu said. “The province needs to 
intervene immediately to ensure every 
resident has dignified and adequate 
care.”

Meanwhile, Sherry Heppner, Con-
valescent Home of Winnipeg devel-
opment co-ordinator, said the facility 
is at the tail end of an outbreak which 
began April 17.

Heppner said the home had a total of 
16 positive cases on the facility’s third 
floor, along with two staff members.

“Nearly half of those who tested 
positive were asymptomatic,” she said. 
“The remainder had sore and raspy 
throats, coughs and runny noses — 
cold-like symptoms. Only one resident 
required oxygen.”

Heppner said because the novel coro-
navirus didn’t spread to other units in 
the building, Convalescent Home had 
reopened its main dining room Mon-
day and hopes to welcome back general 
visitors on the weekend.

kevin.rollason@freepress.mb.ca

Cheveldayoff, the embattled general 
manager who was cleared earlier this 
year by the NHL for his role in a 2010 
sexual assault scandal in Chicago, has 
quietly been given a contract extension 
by ownership despite missing the play-
offs for a seventh time in 11 years.

His first move Sunday night was 
to leave the entire coaching staff in 
limbo. Interim bench boss Dave Lowry 
and assistants Jamie Kompon and 
Charlie Huddy have been told they are 
essentially free to reapply for their 
current jobs, without actually being 
dismissed. The writing is clearly on 
the wall even if the organization is too 
afraid to say it. It’s a bizarre way to 
conduct business.

Then came the Mark Scheifele 
bombshell. The first-ever draft pick 
of the 2.0-era has turned into a nearly 
unrecognizable, “me first” player, one 
who clearly wants a one-way ticket 
out of town. The same guy who almost 

single-handedly led the Jets to the 
Western Conference Final four years 
ago is now openly discussing talking to 
his agent and his family about his next 
move — despite being under contract 
for two more seasons.

At this point, it’s impossible to see 
any scenario where he plays another 
game with Winnipeg. Scheifele’s as 
good as gone, with the question turning 
to what kind of haul Cheveldayoff could 
get in return. There are reportedly 
other current members besides Scheif-
ele looking for an exit plan. It would 
be easy to dump on Scheifele for his 
selfish display, especially with obvious 
flaws in his defensive game he seems 
to routinely gloss over, but his frustra-
tion follows a disturbing trend.

One-of-a-kind defenceman Dustin 
Byfuglien mysteriously took his sticks 
and went home following a 2018-19 
season that started strong and then 
went off a cliff. Patrik Laine and Jack 

Roslovic wanted out, too. Their wishes 
were granted, just as Jacob Trouba and 
Evander Kane’s were before them. An-
drew Copp, among the most versatile 
forwards in Jets 2.0 history, went from 
house-hunting to taking his talents to 
New York when the club couldn’t make 
signing him long-term a priority.

Even beloved coach Paul Maurice 
packed up his whistle and pulled the 
plug after the Jets followed up a 9-3-3 
start this season with just four wins 
in the next 13 games. He’s apparently 
seen, and heard, enough from this 
group. Which should have been the 
canary in the coal mine.

Off the ice, fan anger — or is it apa-
thy? — appears at an all-time high, with 
the club failing to sell out a single game 
all year. The waiting list has vanished. 
Canada Life Centre, once the most rau-
cous in the league, has the atmosphere 
of a public library most nights.

Add it all up and True North should 

be taking a long, hard look in the mir-
ror and asking itself just what the heck 
is going on around here. It also should 
have had chairman and co-owner Mark 
Chipman in front of a microphone Mon-
day to field questions.

Why are you giving Cheveldayoff at 
least three more years to fix a mess he 
most certainly helped create? What are 
your plans to try to repair an obvious-
ly fractured relationship with your 
loyal fan-base, one that was taken for 
granted for far too long around here? 
Would you consider bringing in an 
independent, outside voice to conduct 
a thorough review — a president of 
hockey operations type — to avoid the 
kind of blind loyalty and tunnel vision 
that can lead to bad decisions?

Chipman, a respected community 
leader and strong voice who is as 
hands-on as any NHL owner, has 
repeatedly declined interview requests 
from the Free Press and other outlets 

over the last couple years. He did make 
his first public appearance in months 
last Friday night during the second 
intermission of the team’s television 
broadcast, telling rights holder TSN no 
drastic changes were planned and they 
will follow Cheveldayoff’s lead into the 
future. Not exactly an inspiring, rally-
the-troops kind of message.

Yes, the global pandemic can be 
blamed for some of what ails the orga-
nization. But there were cracks already 
forming in the foundation long before 
we’d heard of COVID-19. And now, 
we’re staring at a full-blown sinkhole.

The most important off-season in 
Jets 2.0 history is off to a rocky start. 
And this franchise could really use a 
compass as it tries to reverse course 
and get headed back in the right direc-
tion.

mike.mcintyre@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @mikemcintyrewpg
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Ice jams have caused the Fisher River to overflow, forcing evacuations in Peguis First Nation.
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A home in Elie prepares for more water. Forecasters are expecting rain on Friday and Saturday, with yet another Colorado low on the horizon.
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Sturgeon Creek spills over its banks, flooding walking paths in the area, in Winnipeg on Monday.


