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BISONS BATTLE BACK
After struggling early, Bisons score 23 points 
in fourth quarter to down Dinos / B2
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U.S. film, TV crew union reaches contract 
agreement with Hollywood studios / A11

ST. BONIFACE STORIES
Museum has more than 30,000 artifacts 
in historic former convent  / A6

Health-care staffing shortages loom
St. Amant preparing for loss of some workers as vaccination deadline nears

M
ANITOBA’S health-care system 
is bracing for a staffing short-
age as the province’s manda-

tory immunization deadline for front-
line workers looms.

Beginning Monday, all provincial 
employees working in health care, 
long-term care homes, schools, 
daycares and emergency services 
must have received two doses of a 
COVID-19 vaccine, or submit to rapid 
testing every 48 hours.

All employees who refuse to provide 
proof of immunization or submit to 

testing will be placed on an unpaid 
leave with no pension contributions, 
and no ability to use banked vacation, 
stat holiday or overtime.

On Friday, the province said 42,000 
health workers are affected by the 
looming mandate. Of those employees, 
10,492 (roughly one-quarter) have not 
disclosed their immunization status.

St. Amant, an organization which 
supports Manitobans with develop-
ment disabilities, sent a letter to 
families last week asking for potential 
volunteers should it suffer a staffing 
crunch.

In a written statement Saturday, St. 

Amant president and CEO John Leg-
gat said his organization is confident it 
has a handle on the situation.

“The only service that may require 
additional resources is within the 
Community Residential Program, 
which operates roughly 70 24-hour 
shift staffed homes. St. Amant has a 
staff contingency plan that includes 
moving staff from other areas of the 
organization,” Leggat said.

“(We can also employ) volunteers 
who are very familiar with our orga-
nization and the people we support, 
and also (ask) families to help by 
taking their family member home for 

a period of time or by working in their 
family member’s home.”

While Leggat said there is a “small 
percentage of staff” who have not 
submitted proof of vaccination or have 
indicated they will not continue on 
the job past Oct. 31, he said they have 
been preparing for this eventuality for 
“many weeks.” 

Personal care homes are also pre-
paring for anticipated staffing short-
ages when Monday’s new require-
ments take effect.

On Wednesday, Salem Home in Win-
kler sent a letter to families asking 
them to volunteer to do laundry, feed 

and dress residents, brush their teeth, 
clean rooms and plan activities should 
a worst-case scenario hit.

Tabor Home in Morden followed 
suit the next day, sending a letter to 
families warning of a potential staff-
ing shortfall.

“If we do not have enough staff, we 
may have to go one step further and 
ask that you would take your loved one 
home to look after them,” the letter 
reads.

RYAN THORPE

● STAFFING, CONTINUED ON A3

OTTAWA — Pierce Schoel thought he 
might be able to avoid a long wait at 
the passport office in Kitchener, Ont. 
by going in the middle of the day.

He was surprised to discover line-
ups out the door. The security guard 
told people they’d likely be waiting 
two, even three hours. But with a long-
awaited trip to Mexico on the horizon 
— his first overseas trip since the 
pandemic began — he stuck it out.

“I’ve been waiting to travel for 
quite a long time,” Schoel said after 
applying for his passport Friday. “I’m 
ready to get back out there and start 
travelling.”

He’s not the only one. Schoel and his 
fellow travellers in line may be part 
of the deluge of passport applications 
Canadian officials are braced for.

Urgent passport services have been 
available throughout the pandemic, 
but with borders closed and public 
health measures in place most people 
had little use for them.

Service Canada issued more than 
2.3 million passports the year before 
the pandemic began, but handed out 
only 363,225 the year after that.

Already demand is climbing, with 
467,541 passports issued this year as 
of Sept. 30.

The Canadian government still rec-
ommends against non-essential travel 
outside of the country because of the 
risk of contracting COVID-19 abroad 
and bringing it home.

But with the U.S. border set to re-
open to vaccinated travellers on Nov. 
8, the federal government is prepar-
ing for a rise in demand for passport 
services.

“As travel restrictions are lifted, 
Service Canada is preparing for an 
increase in demand for passport ser-
vices,” read a statement from Employ-
ment and Social Development Canada.

Brace for 
passport 
renewal 
backlogs
LAURA OSMAN

● BACKLOGS, CONTINUED ON A3

Nature prescription could be just what the doctor ordered

TAKE a hike in the forest and call me 
in the morning.

Instead of prescribing just a pill 
or ointment, doctors could soon tell 
patients to head to the great outdoors.

PaRx, a national nature prescrip-
tion program, has launched in Mani-
toba to help address mental and physi-
cal health problems and to encourage 
people to get outside to exercise.

Anna Cooper Reed, a social worker 
and doctoral student who is helping 

bring the program to this province, 
said she grew up being able to go to 
the family cottage in a provincial 
park in Manitoba so she knows first-
hand the benefits of spending time 
outdoors.

“It doesn’t have to be a hike 
through a forest,” said Reed.

“Most people can’t get to Assini-
boine Park each day, but they could 
go to the river walk or to a nearby 
park. It might just be sitting on a 
bench by the river or in a small park 
downtown.

“I think PaRx is such a cool idea.”
PaRx was launched by the BC 

Parks Foundation in British Columbia 
last November and it has since spread 
to Ontario and Saskatchewan.

Any licensed health-care profes-
sional is able to prescribe PaRx and 
so far almost 1,000 prescribers have 
registered for the program. Once reg-
istered, they get a provider code and 
information about how to prescribe 
and log prescriptions.

Reed said in the program patients 
would be prescribed two hours of 

nature time a week, to be taken in 
20-minute blocks.

She said PaRx is especially timely 
given the restrictions during the 
pandemic which have kept many 
people housebound for long periods 
of time to restrict the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus.

“Many people have had to work 
from home. It has been very isolating, 
so time outside is very important.”

KEVIN ROLLASON

● NATURE, CONTINUED ON A3

MIKE SUDOMA / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

GALA AT THE GALLERY
Guests at the Qaumajuq Ball take in the artwork in the third floor gallery of the Qaumajuq Inuit art centre as the Winnipeg Art Gallery gala 
fundraiser to benefit its youth outreach and education programs returned Saturday night, after the COVID-19 pandemic cancelled the 2020 
event. See www.winnipegfreepress.com and Monday’s print edition for more photos.

Sharks 
bite Jets
Second loss in a row in 
California to start season / B1
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getcheekyfoods.com
getcheekyfoods

Winnipeg has a small business that makes fresh batches of mango & 
tamarind chutneys. We also make masalas to help you make a curry
in minutes.

chutneys
our chutneys are made locally in small batches with freshly caramelized 
fruits, roasted herbs, & spices. Enhance & add excitement to any boring 
meal - use them as sides, marinates, salad dressings – the possibilities 
are endless!

curries
save yourself time in grocery store line-ups & fumbling through long 
recipes that keep you in the kitchen for hours. Our locally made, small 
batch masalas (spice blends) are the smartest things to keep in your 
kitchen; they are used to make a perfect curry in a hurry.

use promo code: wpgoct to save
20% and get free delivery to door 

- valid until Nov. 30/2021

did you know?

Go to getcheekyfoods.com to 
order your chutney and masalas

Rain or Shine
The Paper’s
Online

Available free 
with your 

subscription
Find the digital replica 
of the daily paper at 

winnipegfreepress.com/e-edition

Efforts to reach Salem Home and 
Tabor Home for comment Saturday 
were unsuccessful.

Immunization rates in Manitoba’s 
southern health region are the lowest 
throughout the entire province, with 
only 67.1 per cent of residents having 
a single dose of a COIVD-19 vaccine, 
compared to 86.1 per cent of Manito-
bans as a whole.

In Winkler, where Salem Home is 
located, only 42.9 per cent of the popu-
lation is fully vaccinated.

Jan Legeros, executive director of 
the Long Term & Continuing Care As-
sociation of Manitoba, said Saturday 
vaccine uptake among staff in her 64 
member organizations — which are 
concentrated in Winnipeg but have 
scattered facilities throughout the 
province — has been very high.

On Saturday, Legeros spoke with 
33 of her member organizations, 
representing a total of 3,000 workers. 
Of those employees, only 10 remain 
unvaccinated, Legeros said.

Of those 10 who remain unvacci-
nated, Legeros said eight had commit-
ted to getting vaccinated and agreed to 
submit to testing in the meantime.

“They’ve been educating their staff 
and providing them with information. 
Many of the homes at the beginning 
were very creative by having draws 
for food baskets — so, get vaccinated 
and put your name into a hat for the 
draw. They were doing that months 
and months ago,” Legeros said.

“All the time, they were talking to 

their staff, they were bringing in phy-
sicians and experts to speak with any 
who were vaccine-hesitant. They have 
been working very hard on this.”

Dr. Sajjad Fazel, a senior consultant 
with ETIO Public Health Consultants, 
who is an expert in public health with 
a background in clinical pharmacy, 
said he is supportive of the require-
ments being implemented in Mani-
toba.

“It’s very unfortunate that it has 
reached the stage where the province 
has had to mandate workers to get 
vaccinated. Are mandates like this a 
motivation? Yeah, they are… Is it the 
first choice? No, it’s the last resort,” 
Fazel said.

“The first choice is to convince 
people, to educate people, and to build 
trust.”

Fazel said that research into vac-
cine hesitancy and skepticism among 
health-care workers indicates those 
who refuse immunization against 
COVID-19 have various concerns, in-
cluding a lack of trust in the system or 
belief that mandates violate individual 
liberty.

“Health-care workers are less likely 
to believe in misinformation. They are 
less vaccine-hesitant than the general 
population. But that does not mean 
they are immune to believing and 
trusting in misinformation,” Fazel said. 

“I think the solution is to make sure 
in every health-care facility there are 
townhalls, discussions, open spaces 
where the unvaccinated can take some 

time to respond, to ask questions, and 
you have infectious disease specialists 
there to answer them.”

Fazel said he’s aware that some 
front-line health-care workers feel 
vaccine mandates, like the one soon 

coming into effect in Manitoba, are 
an infringement upon their rights, but 
that he doesn’t agree with the argu-
ment.

“For me, getting vaccinated is the 
same equation as wearing a seatbelt,” 

Fazel said.
“It’s for your safety and the safety of 

others around you.”

ryan.thorpe@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @rk_thorpe

The department’s website said 
people can expect to get their pass-
ports about 20 days after they apply 
at Service Canada, but some people 
report waits of just over a month.

The government is closely monitor-
ing the increased demand, according to 
Mikaela Harrison, the press secretary 
of Minister of Families, Children and 
Social Development Ahmed Hussen.

The government has protocols in 
place to continue to provide passport 
services to Canadians within service 
standards, she said in a statement.

“I think I gave myself enough time 
but I am happy that my parents told me 
to check when my passport expired, 
because I honestly didn’t even think 
about it until they said so,” said Schoel.

As vaccination rates rise across the 
globe, so will traveller confidence, 
according to Tourism Economics, a 
global research firm.

“We expect a more significant easing 
of restrictions to follow and traveller 
confidence to expand, with interna-
tional arrivals set to regain pre-crisis 
levels by 2024,” said the firm’s June 

2021 Global Travel Service report.
Meanwhile the government is 

reporting higher than average call 
volumes related to passport applica-
tions, and has urged people not to 
visit Service Canada unless absolutely 
necessary.

The government has also extended 
the eligibility period for renewals, so 
passports that expired on or after Feb. 
1, 2019, can be renewed.

— The Canadian Press

BACKLOGS  ● FROM A1

Dr. Joanna Lynch, president of the 
1,553-member Manitoba College of 
Family Physicians, said she believes 
PaRx could help all her patients.

“But a person needs to be willing 
to talk about it,” said Lynch. “Being 
exposed to nature does have proven 
benefits.

“Family physicians believe that one 
of the most effective ways to prevent 
disease and promote health is by 
encouraging healthier lifestyles. Being 
able to formally prescribe nature in 

Manitoba, using the PaRx program, 
will help us improve the well-being of 
our patients and communities.

“A city park is better than a city 
street, but a city street to walk on 
is better than your basement with a 
treadmill.”

Cheryl Cusack, executive director of 
the Association of Regulated Nurses 
of Manitoba, and a registered nurse 
herself, said being outside is beneficial 
for a person’s health in many ways, 
including reducing stress.

“This is not only good for the people 
nurses work with, but with the stress 
nurses and health-care workers are 
under, it is also a strategy they can use 
themselves,” said Cusack.

“We view the person as a whole, so 
there are many opportunities for us to 
promote physical and mental well-be-
ing using a connection to nature.”

kevin.rollason@freepress.mb.ca

NATURE  ● FROM A1

SHANNON VANRAES / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Being outside, like Anna Cooper Reid, with her dog in Assiniboine Park, is beneficial to health in many ways, including stress reduction.

DANIEL CRUMP / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

St. Amant could lose some staff after the vaccine mandate and its community residential program may require additional resources.

STAFFING  ● FROM A1

OTTAWA — Environment groups in 
Canada say governments and the oil 
and gas industry can no longer pre-
tend there is an economic case for ex-
panding oil production after the latest 
international energy forecast suggests 
demand for Canada’s oil will fall before 
the end of this decade.

But the International Energy Agency 
also said there are new opportun-
ities for oil and gas companies to turn 
their “skills, competencies and resour-
ces” into a competitive advantage for 
clean energy technology. For its part, 
the Canadian oil industry argues it is 
more committed to being cleaner and 
greener than most other producers and 
should be used as an investment to help 
fund clean technology in other areas.

The International Energy Agency 
projected in a report this week that 
under existing climate policies oil pro-
duction in Canada will grow by about 
700,000 barrels a day by 2030 before it 
starts to recede.

If Canada implements the new poli-
cies the Liberals have promised — in-
cluding mandating more electric car 
sales and capping emissions from oil 
and gas production — available Can-
adian oil will fall by 100,000 barrels a 
day by 2030.

And in a net zero policy push — where 
any greenhouse gases still emitted are 
captured by 2050 — oil supply will fall 
even faster.

Globally, the IEA predicts that with 
existing policies, oil demand will peak 
around 2030. With policies to meet 
more stringent targets by 2030, de-
mand will peak by 2025. Under net 
zero, demand peaks even earlier and 
will be cut by one-fifth in fewer than 
10 years, and by more than 75 per cent 
by mid-century.

Increasingly, Canada’s higher cost, 
more emissions-intensive oil will be 
pushed out of the market by cheaper oil 
in the Middle East and Russia, the re-
port suggests.

“The IEA report does a good job of 
saying, ‘Look, particularly countries 
like Canada where it’s high cost, high 
carbon, we’re going to get squeezed,’” 
said Keith Stewart, a senior energy 

strategist at Greenpeace Canada.
The international agency is also clear 

that the only scenario where the world 
hits its Paris climate agreement goal 
to minimize global warming is the net-
zero plan, and said in that case there is 
no good investment to be made in ex-
panding oil production after this year. 
That’s not just in Canada, but globally.

Stewart said the report highlights it 
is time for Canada “to manage the de-
cline of the oil industry and the growth 
of alternatives.”

“I think this report very clearly says, 
you’re going to sell less oil, deal with it,” 
he said. “And the minute we actually 
start planning for that ... then we can 
get on with the job and reap those bene-
fits.”

Tim McMillan, president of the Can-
adian Association of Petroleum Produ-
cers, said Canada’s oil and gas indus-
try is a “leading investor in emissions 
reduction and clean technology” and 
investments in it will both support hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs and provide 
the government with revenues to fund 
clean technology.

“As we watch nations around the 
world today struggling with an energy 
crisis and failing to provide responsible 
energy to their citizens, Canada must 
step up and offer a safe haven for natur-
al gas and oil investment, so our trading 
partners do not have to rely on others 
who are not as committed to lowering 
their emissions compared to Canada for 
their energy needs,” he said.

Natural gas demand is not as quickly 
affected as oil, in part because many 
countries — including Canada — are 
going to use it to replace coal as a less-
dirty source of electricity, or to make 
hydrogen.

But even so, in a net zero world, de-
mand for natural gas will stop grow-
ing around 2025, and the IEA predicts 
there are no new natural gas projects 
needed beyond those already in de-
velopment. By 2050, it expects natural 
gas will provide only one per cent of 
the world’s power, down from 20 per 
cent today.

— The Canadian Press

Agency says demand for 
Canadian oil will soon drop
MIA RABSON
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