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W
ARSAW — On the long bus 
ride out of Ukraine, Nataliia 
Cherevko’s son, 11-year-old 

Bohdan, stopped eating. His stomach 
hurt. Behind them on the bus was 
another mother, with two sons, and one 
of them couldn’t eat, either. It was the 
stress, their mothers thought. It was 
being a child, and leaving everything 
they knew behind them.

As the bus rolled west from the heart 

of the country, Cherevko worried about 
her son. She worried as the bus came 
to a stop for a night somewhere near 
Cherkasy, after hearing that there 
might be danger ahead. She didn’t 
know where exactly it was; road signs 
had been taken down by Ukrainian 
forces, in an attempt to disorient Rus-
sian soldiers.

And she worried as they approached 
Lviv, where she planned to stay for a 
few nights so her son could rest and 
maybe even feel better. But when she 
asked the bus driver what she should 
do, he urged her to keep going, straight 
to the Polish border. There were vol-
unteers there who could help them, he 
said. He hadn’t been there, but that’s 
what he’d heard.

Cherevko asked her son if he thought 
he could manage the journey just a 
little while longer.

“Ya budu syl’nym,” he replied, in 
Ukrainian: I will be strong.

Hours later, they walked over the 
border to Poland, alongside the other 
mother she had met on the bus. On 
the other side, they found volunteers, 
just like the bus driver had told them. 
The helpers came with pasta and, at 

last, Bohdan was able to eat. The next 
morning, they brought a breakfast of 
buckwheat porridge and meat, and 
again Bohdan was hungry.

Deep in her bones, Cherevko felt a 
wave of relief.

Now, all she had to do was make it 
to Warsaw, and start thinking about 
how to reunite with her husband, in 
Manitoba. It had been two years since 
her husband had moved to Portage la 
Prairie, where he’d found work that 
offered a better living than he could 
make in Ukraine; they’d planned to 
reunite someday, though immigration 
is an arduous process.

“My son didn’t know about our plans 
that we could move to Canada,” she 
says. “He was just going to school, 
and playing with his friends, and he 
knew that our father is in Canada, and 
he’s earning the money, and maybe 
we could explain that maybe someday 
we could go to another country. But 
we didn’t think that it would be so 
immediate.”
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Nataliia Cherevko makes phone calls in her hotel room in Warsaw. She has family who decided to stay in Ukraine, and calls often to make sure they’re OK. 

UKRAINIAN 
REFUGEE CRISIS

As the world watches the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine in horror, and as Manitobans prepare to 
open their arms to refugees, the Free Press has 
sent writer Melissa Martin and photographer  
Mikaela MacKenzie to Poland to report on the 
largest human exodus since the Second World War
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 ● UKRAINE, CONTINUED ON A2

GERMAN citizen Carsten Aust vis-
ited Canada to raise awareness and 
money for a Philippine children’s 
charity, but his noble mission took a 
tragic turn after an ill-fated decision 
to join his new friends hunting for a 
bear ended in the death of a 59-year-
old Rosengart man.

“In his wildest dreams, he never 
imagined he would be in a court-
room facing any charge of any 
kind,” his lawyer, Jeff Gindin, told 
court Wednesday. “It’s a terrible 
tragedy.”

A Facebook page for Vision Help 
International Care Foundation (Phil-
ippines) identifies Carsten and Mer-
cy Aust as the charity’s founders.

Oleg Unruh died Oct. 5 after he 
was shot returning to his vehicle 
following a day hunting for deer in 
a wooded area near Elma, about 90 
kilometres east of Winnipeg.

Aust, 46, pleaded guilty to care-
less use of a firearm and using a 
firearm in the commission of an in-
dictable offence. He was sentenced 
to two years in prison.

He was granted bail last fall but 
willingly returned to Winnipeg from 
Germany, which does not have an 
extradition treaty with Canada.

“He felt it was the right thing to 
do,” Gindin said. “I think it says a 
lot about him that he was willing to 
come back.”

Aust wept as he turned to the 
court galley and apologized to Un-
ruh’s wife and young children.

“I cannot imagine how painful 
this is, losing a father, losing a hus-
band,” he said. “There are no words 
to describe it. I am so sorry for your 
loss. I pray that God will give you 
the grace to get through this.”

DEAN PRITCHARD
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‘I am so sorry’: mistook 
Rosengart man for bear

 ● HUNTING, CONTINUED ON A5

THE Stefanson government will inject 
millions into long-term care to stem 
the pervasive spread of COVID-19, as 
nursing home operators await further 
funding and staffing reform in the 
2022 budget.

On Wednesday, Premier Heather 
Stefanson said $15 million would be set 
aside for infection prevention and con-
trol measures in personal care homes 
as part of the budget, scheduled to be 
released Tuesday.

“Our seniors have helped shape our 
beautiful province. They’ve worked 
hard, they’ve sacrificed for their 
families and given back to their com-
munities, and they deserve our love, 
compassion and utmost care,” Stefan-
son said at a news conference at the 

Manitoba legislature.
The afternoon announcement had to 

be relocated to the seat of government 
following a COVID-19 outbreak at its 
original site, River Park Gardens per-
sonal care home.

The initial funding will have the 
province hire an infection prevention 
and control program manager, regional 
leads and 50 new dedicated staff; 
the addition of at least 200 full-time 
housekeeping positions and 44 full-time 
allied health positions; and improve-
ments to the long-term-care sector’s 
information and communication tech-
nology systems.

Seniors and Long-Term Care Minister 
Scott Johnston said the budget commit-
ment responds to some of the recom-
mendations identified in the Stevenson 
report, an independent review into the 

deadly COVID-19 outbreak at Maples 
care home in Winnipeg.

“We have worked diligently to rec-
ognize the shortcomings that existed 
within the system,” Johnston said. “Our 
government is quite proud of taking a 
leadership role in ensuring the care of 
seniors is met by this initiative.”

The minister declined to offer an 
estimate of the cost to follow through 
on 17 recommendations put forward 
by Dr. Lynn Stevenson, a former B.C. 
associate deputy minister hired to 
investigate handling of the outbreak 
in 2020-21. Seventy-four staff and 157 
residents were infected; 56 people died.

However, personal care home op-
erators, residents and family mem-
bers should expect more announce-
ments, Johnston said, but did not go 
into specifics.

Meanwhile, care home operators 
welcomed the new provincial funding, 
expected to improve the health and safe-
ty of residents, but said a $15-million in-
vestment is not nearly enough to correct 
chronic weaknesses in the sector.

“The kind of investments we need 
in long-term and continuing care is 
mammoth compared to this first $15 
million,” said Jan Legeros, executive 
director of the Long Term and Con-
tinuing Care Association of Manitoba, 
which represents operators responsible 
for about half of the care home beds in 
the province.

Legeros said operators continue to 
call for the government to increase the 
number of paid hours per resident day 
to 4.1 from 3.6. The number of nurses, 
health-care aides, and allied health-
care staff in the system also needs to 

be increased, she said.
Inadequate funding of long-term 

care is a national problem with levels 
about 30 per cent below other Organ-
isation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development countries, Legeros 
added.

“It’s a total disregard for our seniors 
in care,” she said. “I am hoping we’re 
turning the corner on that.”

Julie Turenne-Maynard, executive 
director of Manitoba Association 
of Residential and Continuing Care 
Homes for the Elderly, said the govern-
ment’s upcoming budget must include 
an increase to operational funding 
after a decade of stagnation.

Manitoba commits $15M to fight COVID in care homes
DANIELLE DA SILVA
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She also echoed calls for increased staffing, 
more nursing hours per resident day, and a focus 
on training and recruitment to the sector.

“We’ve been addressing this and bringing it to 
government for so many years,” Turenne-May-
nard said. “I know there’s only so much money in 
the government of Manitoba’s pockets, but they 
need to continue to invest in long-term care, and 
there aren’t any excuses.”

NDP Leader Wab Kinew said he has concerns 
about the Stevenson report recommendations, 
arguing it was deeply flawed “through no fault of 
the expert investigator.”

“The PC government never disclosed to the 
investigator that (Maples operator) Revera lied 
about the staffing situation during the tragedy,” 
he told reporters in a scrum Wednesday. “This 
flaw at the heart of the report means that every-
thing that is built upon that is problematic.”

Stevenson found Ontario-based Revera Inc. 
made “significant efforts” to bring in staff to 
the home and made requests to the Winnipeg 
Regional Health Authority and the province’s 
redeployment team for help.

She also found critical staffing levels were not 
being communicated to the province’s incident 
command, who indicated it was not fully aware 
of the staffing crisis. Stevenson previously said 
the urgency of Revera’s requests may not have 
been fully appreciated by provincial and regional 
authorities.

“This government needs to address the funda-
mental truth about the tragedy that occurred at 
Maples — which is that it is deeply influenced by 
information that was concealed by Revera at the 
time,” Kinew said.

danielle.dasilva@freepress.mb.ca
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A
S much as her government wants 
to put the pandemic in the past, 
Premier Heather Stefanson can’t 

avoid COVID-19.
On Wednesday, her handlers had to 

scramble at the last minute to move a 
news conference scheduled for a se-
niors residence, because of a COVID-19 
outbreak there.

“This is an unfortunate situation that 
took place to day,” Stefanson told re-
porters at the event scheduled for River 
Park Gardens that was switched to the 
legislature.

“We had to move the location for to-
day,” she said at the news conference to 
announce funding for infection preven-
tion and control at personal care homes.

Planning a press conference at a se-
niors residence fits the premier’s push 
for a return to “normalcy,” said Felix 
Mathieu, a political studies professor at 
the University of Winnipeg.

“It suggests that these are safe envi-
ronments the premier herself is not wor-
ried about visiting,” he said Wednesday.

But, given the number of Manitobans 
who are reportedly getting sick with 
COVID-19 these past days and weeks, 
“this communication stunt” was an “un-
necessary risk” for her to take, Mathieu 
said.

“Holding such a press conference re-
quires bringing in a fair number of peo-
ple — politicians, advisers, journalists, 
technicians,” he said. “Planning it at a 
seniors residence was careless towards 
this group of the population that is high-
ly at risk of developing serious health 
problems,” the political analyst said.

“It seems here that the ideological 
goal of the government had won the 
day over a pragmatic vision that would 
indeed listen to the recommendations 
made by public health authorities — 
which surely did not come with the idea 
of holding a press conference at a se-
niors residence,” said Mathieu.

The premier did not provide details 
about the outbreak at River Park Gar-
dens, which she said will be report-
ed in what has now become a weekly 
COVID-19 update from the province. 
Her government has been criticized 
for ditching daily releases of detailed 
COVID-19 data, including outbreaks at 
personal care homes.

On Wednesday, she said the move to 

weekly reporting is part of “learning 
to live with COVID.” Other provinc-
es have moved to weekly and monthly 
COVID-19 updates, the premier said. 
Manitoba’s weekly reporting is based 
on a recommendation, and chief pro-
vincial public health officer Dr. Brent 
Roussin would be made available later 
this week to explain it.

As for the outbreak that affected her 

news conference, Stefanson said the 
residents, families and staff at River 
Park Gardens were informed, and it 
will be included in today’s weekly re-
port. It will not, however, say how many 
cases were reported.

“The information is getting out to 
those who need it when they need it,” 
Stefanson said.

NDP Leader Wab Kinew said Manito-

bans need more information.
“The government keeps trying to pre-

tend as though COVID is over and yet 
COVID — the reality of the pandemic 
— keeps interjecting and reminding us 
that it is very much here,” he said.

“I can think of no clearer example for 
the PCs — that they had to move their 
press conference on account of an out-
break in a (seniors home) — as proof 

that the pandemic is not over, despite 
what they want to tell Manitobans,” the 
leader of the official Opposition said.

“The government continues to get 
these obvious reminders that are proof 
of why reporting of public data contin-
ues to be very important here in Man-
itoba.”

carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca

COVID sparks mad dash to move premier’s event
CAROL SANDERS

RUTH BONNEVILLE / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Premier Heather Stefanson’s announcement on care home funding had to be moved to the legislature because of a COVID-19 outbreak at the River Park gardens care home.

THOMPSON General Hospital has been dealing 
with a hot water problem for close to two weeks — 
and no one can say when it will be fixed.

“Parts are on order but delayed due to supply 
chain issues,” a spokeswoman for the Northern 
Health region said in an email. Twyla Storey said 
the inconsistency of hot water has been an issue 
for a couple of weeks and has been identified in 
various parts of the city hospital.

“Patient safety is our priority and contingency 
plans and processes are in place to keep patients 
and staff safe until the hot water issues have been 
fixed.”

Storey said they don’t know when the needed 
parts will arrive but repairs will begin as soon as 
they’re received.

In question period Wednesday, Flin Flon MLA 
Tom Lindsey asked Health Minister Audrey Gor-
don if she was aware of the problem and when it 
will be addressed.

“I’m sure it’s being rectified,” Gordon said in 
the house. “(Northern Health) has a strong lead-
ership team and I’m sure it’s being looked into.”

Lindsey said he wrote to the minister Tuesday 
about the the situation at the hospital 760 kilome-
tres north of Winnipeg.

He said it would not be acceptable for a Win-
nipeg hospital’s patients and staff to have to put 
up with such a problem for such a long period of 
time. “Imagine the Health Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg trying to operate without hot water?”

Gordon said she’d check with the health region 
about the status of the problem.

No services have been put on hold as a result of 
the hot water problem, Storey said. “The North-
ern Health region apologizes for any inconve-
nience this may cause.”

The Thompson hospital has 79 acute care beds, 
which includes a 10 bed in-patient acute care 
adult psychiatric unit.

carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca

Thompson hospital waits for parts 
to get the hot water flowing again
CAROL SANDERS
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W
ARSAW — On the long bus 
ride out of Ukraine, Nataliia 
Cherevko’s son, 11-year-old 

Bohdan, stopped eating. His stomach 
hurt. Behind them on the bus was 
another mother, with two sons, and one 
of them couldn’t eat, either. It was the 
stress, their mothers thought. It was 
being a child, and leaving everything 
they knew behind them.

As the bus rolled west from the heart 

of the country, Cherevko worried about 
her son. She worried as the bus came 
to a stop for a night somewhere near 
Cherkasy, after hearing that there 
might be danger ahead. She didn’t 
know where exactly it was; road signs 
had been taken down by Ukrainian 
forces, in an attempt to disorient Rus-
sian soldiers.

And she worried as they approached 
Lviv, where she planned to stay for a 
few nights so her son could rest and 
maybe even feel better. But when she 
asked the bus driver what she should 
do, he urged her to keep going, straight 
to the Polish border. There were vol-
unteers there who could help them, he 
said. He hadn’t been there, but that’s 
what he’d heard.

Cherevko asked her son if he thought 
he could manage the journey just a 
little while longer.

“Ya budu syl’nym,” he replied, in 
Ukrainian: I will be strong.

Hours later, they walked over the 
border to Poland, alongside the other 
mother she had met on the bus. On 
the other side, they found volunteers, 
just like the bus driver had told them. 
The helpers came with pasta and, at 

last, Bohdan was able to eat. The next 
morning, they brought a breakfast of 
buckwheat porridge and meat, and 
again Bohdan was hungry.

Deep in her bones, Cherevko felt a 
wave of relief.

Now, all she had to do was make it 
to Warsaw, and start thinking about 
how to reunite with her husband, in 
Manitoba. It had been two years since 
her husband had moved to Portage la 
Prairie, where he’d found work that 
offered a better living than he could 
make in Ukraine; they’d planned to 
reunite someday, though immigration 
is an arduous process.

“My son didn’t know about our plans 
that we could move to Canada,” she 
says. “He was just going to school, 
and playing with his friends, and he 
knew that our father is in Canada, and 
he’s earning the money, and maybe 
we could explain that maybe someday 
we could go to another country. But 
we didn’t think that it would be so 
immediate.”
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Nataliia Cherevko makes phone calls in her hotel room in Warsaw. She has family who decided to stay in Ukraine, and calls often to make sure they’re OK. 

UKRAINIAN 
REFUGEE CRISIS

As the world watches the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine in horror, and as Manitobans prepare to 
open their arms to refugees, the Free Press has 
sent writer Melissa Martin and photographer  
Mikaela MacKenzie to Poland to report on the 
largest human exodus since the Second World War
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 ● UKRAINE, CONTINUED ON A2

GERMAN citizen Carsten Aust vis-
ited Canada to raise awareness and 
money for a Philippine children’s 
charity, but his noble mission took a 
tragic turn after an ill-fated decision 
to join his new friends hunting for a 
bear ended in the death of a 59-year-
old Rosengart man.

“In his wildest dreams, he never 
imagined he would be in a court-
room facing any charge of any 
kind,” his lawyer, Jeff Gindin, told 
court Wednesday. “It’s a terrible 
tragedy.”

A Facebook page for Vision Help 
International Care Foundation (Phil-
ippines) identifies Carsten and Mer-
cy Aust as the charity’s founders.

Oleg Unruh died Oct. 5 after he 
was shot returning to his vehicle 
following a day hunting for deer in 
a wooded area near Elma, about 90 
kilometres east of Winnipeg.

Aust, 46, pleaded guilty to care-
less use of a firearm and using a 
firearm in the commission of an in-
dictable offence. He was sentenced 
to two years in prison.

He was granted bail last fall but 
willingly returned to Winnipeg from 
Germany, which does not have an 
extradition treaty with Canada.

“He felt it was the right thing to 
do,” Gindin said. “I think it says a 
lot about him that he was willing to 
come back.”

Aust wept as he turned to the 
court galley and apologized to Un-
ruh’s wife and young children.

“I cannot imagine how painful 
this is, losing a father, losing a hus-
band,” he said. “There are no words 
to describe it. I am so sorry for your 
loss. I pray that God will give you 
the grace to get through this.”

DEAN PRITCHARD

Judge sends 
German  
citizen  
to prison in 
hunting death

‘I am so sorry’: mistook 
Rosengart man for bear

 ● HUNTING, CONTINUED ON A5

THE Stefanson government will inject 
millions into long-term care to stem 
the pervasive spread of COVID-19, as 
nursing home operators await further 
funding and staffing reform in the 
2022 budget.

On Wednesday, Premier Heather 
Stefanson said $15 million would be set 
aside for infection prevention and con-
trol measures in personal care homes 
as part of the budget, scheduled to be 
released Tuesday.

“Our seniors have helped shape our 
beautiful province. They’ve worked 
hard, they’ve sacrificed for their 
families and given back to their com-
munities, and they deserve our love, 
compassion and utmost care,” Stefan-
son said at a news conference at the 

Manitoba legislature.
The afternoon announcement had to 

be relocated to the seat of government 
following a COVID-19 outbreak at its 
original site, River Park Gardens per-
sonal care home.

The initial funding will have the 
province hire an infection prevention 
and control program manager, regional 
leads and 50 new dedicated staff; 
the addition of at least 200 full-time 
housekeeping positions and 44 full-time 
allied health positions; and improve-
ments to the long-term-care sector’s 
information and communication tech-
nology systems.

Seniors and Long-Term Care Minister 
Scott Johnston said the budget commit-
ment responds to some of the recom-
mendations identified in the Stevenson 
report, an independent review into the 

deadly COVID-19 outbreak at Maples 
care home in Winnipeg.

“We have worked diligently to rec-
ognize the shortcomings that existed 
within the system,” Johnston said. “Our 
government is quite proud of taking a 
leadership role in ensuring the care of 
seniors is met by this initiative.”

The minister declined to offer an 
estimate of the cost to follow through 
on 17 recommendations put forward 
by Dr. Lynn Stevenson, a former B.C. 
associate deputy minister hired to 
investigate handling of the outbreak 
in 2020-21. Seventy-four staff and 157 
residents were infected; 56 people died.

However, personal care home op-
erators, residents and family mem-
bers should expect more announce-
ments, Johnston said, but did not go 
into specifics.

Meanwhile, care home operators 
welcomed the new provincial funding, 
expected to improve the health and safe-
ty of residents, but said a $15-million in-
vestment is not nearly enough to correct 
chronic weaknesses in the sector.

“The kind of investments we need 
in long-term and continuing care is 
mammoth compared to this first $15 
million,” said Jan Legeros, executive 
director of the Long Term and Con-
tinuing Care Association of Manitoba, 
which represents operators responsible 
for about half of the care home beds in 
the province.

Legeros said operators continue to 
call for the government to increase the 
number of paid hours per resident day 
to 4.1 from 3.6. The number of nurses, 
health-care aides, and allied health-
care staff in the system also needs to 

be increased, she said.
Inadequate funding of long-term 

care is a national problem with levels 
about 30 per cent below other Organ-
isation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development countries, Legeros 
added.

“It’s a total disregard for our seniors 
in care,” she said. “I am hoping we’re 
turning the corner on that.”

Julie Turenne-Maynard, executive 
director of Manitoba Association 
of Residential and Continuing Care 
Homes for the Elderly, said the govern-
ment’s upcoming budget must include 
an increase to operational funding 
after a decade of stagnation.

Manitoba commits $15M to fight COVID in care homes
DANIELLE DA SILVA
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